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TREATMENT OF ENLARGEMENT, IN- 
DURATION, AND INFLAMMATION OF 
THE SPLEEN. 


BY Q. C. SMITH, M.D., CLOVERDALE, CAL. 


OnE of the most frequent and distressing se- 
quels of acute malarial disease is an abnormal 
The spleen is, so to 
speak, a very docile organ, yet its functions are 


| none the less important because it does not al- 


ways loudly complain when its structure is injur- 
ed, and thereby its functions deranged, by mor- 


| bitie influences. 


Although pathologists do not agree as to what 


| its proper functions are, or how they are perform- 


ed, yet it is a received fact that it plays some 
very important part in changing the blood, so 


| that it may be fit for nourishing the various tis- 
| sues of the body while circulating through their 


| structure, 


We would merely suggest an opinion 
that the office of the spleen in the animal econo- 


| my is to serve as a store-house and laboratory, 
| where the blood is received during the reposing 


hours, and its finer products elaborated ready for 


| building up the various tissues of the body. 


Two of the reasons why we entertain this opin- 
ion are, first, the spleen receives its supply of 


| nerve-foree mainly from the sympathetic system, 


which controls the process of nutrition and se- 
cretion; secondly, it is a well-known fact that 
herbivorous animals, which have no contractile 


| tissue in the construction of their spleens, do 
| not endure active labor immediately after taking 
| food nearly so well as carnivorous animals and 
| man, whose spleens are highly endowed with 





; 


| gested and crippled in its functions, 


contractile tissue, and whose digestive process- 
es are more rapidly performed. And these ideas 
fully agree with those we published some years 
ago, that “the primary effects that malaria pro- 


| duces upon the human organism are by and 
| through the agency of the great sympathetic sys- 


tem of nerves.”’ 
It is a well-known fact, that under any dis- 
turbing influence that destroys the natural equi- 


| librium of the sympathetic nerve-force supplied 


to any organ or part, whether the disturbing in- 
fluence or agent be mechanical, a more or less 
sudden change of temperature, or otherwise, the 
organ or part so supplied will soon become con- 
And the 
congestion of the organ or part causes an abnor- 
mally increased temperature to obtain therein, so 
that it beeomes more or less permanently chang- 
ed in its structure, and consequently its functions 
are more or less perverted, thereby causing the 
products that it elaborates to become vitiated to 
such an extent as often to produce serious injury 
to the general system. When we take this view 
of the modus operandi of morbific agents upon 


6) 





the animal economy, we strip the subject of much 
of its time-honored mystery, and by thus reason, 
ing from cause to effect and from effect to cause- 
we are enabled to take a bold stride forward in pa- 
thological knowledge, a clear idea of which is an 
indispensable requisite for intelligent therapeu- 
ties. 

But to return to our text. We practiced several 
years in the valley of the lower Mississippi, and 
had many cases of chronic enlargement of the 
spleen, as a sequel and attendant complication of 
other malarial affections. To relieve a number of 
the first of these cases, we tried the virtues of most 
of the remedies recommended in the standard 
works, but did not succeed with any of them as 
well as we thought we should, and therefore 
were partially compelled to fall back upon our 
own resources. 





In this connection, we would mention a fact | 


we have never seen alluded to before by any 
writer. Almost all of the cases of enlarged and in- 
durated spleen occurred in individuals of dark 
hair and skin; and those with red or auburn 
hair and fair thin skin were almost entirely ex- 
empt from this troublesome ailment, though 
they were generally unusually susceptible to the 
effects of malaria, which manifested itself upon 
them in other forms. 

To illustrate my plan of treatment, I will bricf- 
ly give the history of a typical case. Mrs. F., aged 
about 40, mother of several children; dark hair 
and skin. Had resided for several years past in 
a densely malarial region, and had suffered from 
repeated attacks of chills and fever, and when 
first seen was confined to bed, only able to sit 
up a few minutes at a time. Had just passed 
through an attack of bilious fever, to cure which 
her previous medical attendant had admiaistered 
mercurials and quinine freely, both to an injuri- 
ous extent, leaving her badly salivated as well as 
deafened. Some of the results of this treatment 
were to break up the daily paroxysms of high 
fever and nightly remissions, and in their stead 
was a low grade of continued fever, which was 
slowly but surely burning up what little vitality 
remained. The patient had been severely purg- 
ed, but the bowels were now constipated, urine 
scanty, high-colored, and very dense; skin dry 
and sallow; spleen and liver greatly enlarged; 
spleen somewhat tender on pressure, and indura- 
ted to such a degree as to appear to the feel like 
a smooth block of wood; fect and legs much 
swollen from dropsical effusion; no appetite for 
food. bee 5 scribed: R. Leptandrin gr. iii, ipe- 
cac gr. j, M. ft. pulv. Sig.: one powder every 
three hours, until the bowels move once. Also, 
a saturated solution of iodide of potassium, a 
tablespoonful three times aday, to be given every 
other day, and syrup iodide of iron, 30 drops, 
three times a day, on intermediate days. A satu- 
rated solution of acetate of potassa, a tablespoon. 
ful four times a day; to be taken until the urine 
should become natural. No medicines at night; 
but should the patient thirst during the night, 
give a drink of sweetened water made pleasantly 
acid by dilute phosphoric acid. The diet was re- 
stricted to fresh lean meats, corn bread, butter- 
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7 milk, and ripe fruits. The entire person to be | 


> thoroughly washed and linen changed twice a 
; week. Under this treatment, the patient rapidly 
improved; the spicen and liver rapidly diminish- 
ed in size, so that in three weeks from the com- 
mencement of the treatment, she presented a 
more sightly appearance than for two years pre- 
viously, as her abdomen had been so distended 
by the enlarged spleen and liver as to present the 
appearance of advanced pregnancy. Within two 
weeks from the commencement of the treatment, 
she was able to walk about the house and yard; 
and at the end of six weeks was discharged, as 
being, to all appearance, entirely cured. 

This was an unusually obstinate and severe 
case, but we give the details and length of time 





in, sometimes for weeks, to effect a cure. 
have seen a few, and only a few, cases, where the 
vital forces were so exhausted, and some organ 
or organs so injured, and its functions deranged 
to such a degree, that the resources of the mate- 
ria medica were powerless. We could give the 
history of a number of cases, more or less simi- 
lar to this, but as this was a typical one, and the 
treatment much the same, we will not consume 
time and space in repetition of tedious details. 
But .we would add, that there are sometimes 
troublesome complications, and one of the most 
common is dyspepsia, for the relief of which we 
found tincture of nux vomica in half to one tea- 
spoonful doses, slightly diluted, three times a 
day, to be the most efficient remedy. And in 
some cases of long standing, where the enlarged 
spleen did not yield to the aforementioned treat- 
ment, we found Fowler’s solution, given in full 
doses three times a day, every third day (sus- 
pending other remedies while it was being given) 
to have a good effect. In addition to the inter- 
nal treatment, we sometimes used, with apparent 
good effect, a strong ethereal camphorated tinct. 
of iodine, painted over the region of the spleen 
and liver. 


ALIMENTATION IN DISEASE, 


A KNOWLEDGE of the best means of nourishing 
the human system in disease is a subject in which 
every skillful physician necessarily fecls a deep 


to show that the treatment must be persevered | 
We | 


that in many instances is of equal importance 


of medicinal agencies with which to meet more 
directly morbid processes. 

“This holds true not only in the management 
of diseases of the alimentary canal, but in diseases 
of the glandular organs, the serous and fibrous 
tissues, and in nervous and mental diseases. The 
attending physician, in the selection of a diet for 
his patient, is required to exercise a choice that is 
based upon the most intimate knowledge of phy- 
siology and of animal chemistry. 

‘*He must take into account, also, the peculiar 
habits, tastes, idiosyncrasies and caprices, as well 
as the circumstances and outward surroundings 
of the case. In a general report upon this sub- 
ject, it is impossible to do more than canvass 
general ~ in the light of our present 
knowledge. When we come to know more about 
the principles of life, and of the ultimate causes 
of disease, we shall know more cf the mutations 
upon which the one depends, and by which the 
Other is removed, and shall know more, too, of 
the peculiar demands for food in the course of a 
disease. But, at present, the data from which to 
lay down any general rules for ‘alimentation in 
disease’ are yery incomplete, because it is well 
known that an article of dict that may be appro- 
| priate and digestible to a majority in any given 
| disease will be indigestible and even loathsome 
| to some individuals, and that, too, from causes 
| Which, so far as our present knowledge extends, 

are still in obscurity. In attempting to systema- 
| tize observations upon this subject, two pro- 
| positions naturally present themselves : 
“Ist. That in local diseases of the alimentary 
eanal, such kinds or articles of diet should be se- 
| lected as can be digested and assimilated without 
the aid of the digestive organs or fluids involved 
in the primary lesion. 

“2d. That in fevers and other diseases affecting 
the general economy, food should be selected 
with a view to repairing the tissue or element of 
tissue which suffers most, either from an increase 
in the destructive metamorphoses, or from a per- 
version of the nutrifying process. 

“The food required by the human body consti- 
tutes a considerable variety. Onekind is digested 
| principally in one part of the alimentary canal 
| by one process, and another kind in another part 











with, and even more difficult than, the selection ¢ 





interest, for it is in the practical application of | by another process. The first of these proposi- 
this knowledge that we must mainly depend for | tions involves a consideration of the nature and 
success in practice. It is important to remember | amount of the several kinds of alimentary sub- 
that it is not the particuiar kind of food merely | stances required, and the conditions or status of 
that is indicated in a given form of disease, but | the digestive organs or fluids upon which their 
the character of the food and the manner in | several legitimate functions depend. In health, 
which it is prepared ; for example, if a meat dict | the average daily diet consists of about 16 ozs. of 
is indicated, we should know whether the meat is | meat, 19 ozs. of bread, 314 ozs. of fat or butter, 
of good quality and properly cooked for the sick; | and 52 ozs. of water. To digest the nitrogenous 
otherwise, like poisoned milk, it may become a} substances, from 14 to 16 Ibs. of gastric juice 
source of disease. are secreted. Starchy matters require 3 or 4 Ibs. 
Says Dr. H. Wellington : “ The late outbreak of | of saliva, and the fat or butter more than 3 Ibs. 
fever, through infected milk, has aroused the | of biliary and pancreatic secretions, including 
slumbering theory—milk is an affectable body, | what is also required in starch digestion, to say 
and being an animal substance or product, is | nothing of accessory foods and other digestive 
essentially susceptible of affections for putrefy- | fluids. For every ounce of crude alimentary sub- 
ing causes, like as veal is, and especially so when ! stance, therefore, the soluble portion only of 
there is a thundery atmosphere. Milk is | which enters the circulation, there are at least 4 
atlectable by atmospheric poison, and is capable | ozs. of digestive fluids required, which also enter 
of incubating the worst morbid principle, and of | the circulation with the soluble food. The gas- 
becoming thereby an infectant of those who | tric juice, saliva, bile, etce., thus returning to the 
drink it.” | sources from whence they were derived, perform, 
In relation to the subject of alimentation in |in their respective missions, cycles, which con- 
disease, the following article by Dr. A. G. Field, | cern nearly every other physiological process, It 
of Des Moines, Iowa, is full of important infor- | therefore becomes a matter of primary impor- 
mation and valuable suggestions : tance to the general economy that these be of 
“The discriminate selection of a diet for the | normal constitution, both in quality and quantity, 
sick is oftentimes one of the most perplexing | since nature sends out four old soldiers to initiate 
> duties of the practitioner. And yct it is a duty | every new recruit. In health, by far the largest 
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F CODMAN & SHURTLEFF’S 


APPARATUSES FOR 





'Atomization of Liquids for Inhalation, Local Anesthesia, ac. 


tw By the Atomizer any medicated liquid may be converted into the finest spray. In this state it may be inhaled 
into the smallest air cells, thus opening a new era in the treatment of all diseases of the Throat and Lungs, 


The Complete Steam Atomizer for Inhalation, &c. 


I 34 
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¢ 


Copman & SnuaTLErr, 
“SOGT ‘$B “ABW “IVT 


“M0}Y Ws} djej4Wo vy, 


oe 


The waste-cup, medicament-cup, and lamp are held in 
their places in such a manner that they can not fall out when 


| the apparatue is carried or used over a bed or otherwise. 


All its joints are hard soldered. 

1t can not be injured by exhaustion of water, or any at- 
tainable pressure of steam. (the patent. 

It does not throw spirts of hot water, to frighten or scald 

Is compact and portable, oecupies epace of one-sixth cubic 


| foot only, can be carried from place to place without re- 


| cheap in the best sense of the word. 





moving the atomizing tubes or the water, can be unpacked 
and repacked without loss of time. 
Will render the best of service gf tp and is 
rice, So. 
Brass Parts, Nickel-Plated, additional, $3.50. 
Neatly inade, strong, Black Walnut Box, with convenient 
handle, additional $2.50, 


Fig. 5. Shurtleff’s Atomizing Apparatus, 


COOMAN & SRURTLEFF, 
BOSTON. 


Patented March 24, 1868. 


For Inhalation, and with suitable tubes, for Local Anss- 
thesia, and for making direct local applications of 
atomized liquids for a great variety of purposes. 

{See cur Pamphlet.] 

The most desirable Hand Apparatus. ? 
Rubber warranted of very best quality. Valves imperish- 
able, every one carefully fitted to its seat, and work per- 

fectly in all positions. 

The Bulbs are adapted toall the Tubes made by us for 
Tocal Anesthesia in Surgical Operations, Teeth Extrac- 
tion and for Inhalation. Price, $4.00. 

Each of the above Apparatuses is supplied with twocare- 
fully made annealed glass Atomizing Tubes, and accom- 
panied with directions for use. Every Steam Apparatus is 


| tested with steam, at very high pressure. Each Apparatus 
| is carefully packed for transportation, and warranted per- 


fect. Also, Bs 
Double-Bulb Atomizer, No. 5, (without Face Shield,) 
with two Glass Tubes, 


| Tuz Boston ATOMIZER, with two glass ‘atomizing 


| Tue TREMONT ATOMIZER, With two glass atomizing 


tubes 2.50 


tubes, .. <«. mPa te dete ic id e ° 2.00 
Glass Atomizing Tubes, to fit any of our Apparatus, 
warranted perfect,each . he > 
NIcKEL PLaTep Tunes, for Local Anesthesia and 
for Inhalation, each P ‘ - »« . 4% to2.00 
RwiGOLENE, for Local Anesthesia, best quality, 
packed ° - det) ee 








NASAL Dovcne, for Treating Diseases of the Nasal 
Javity. eigh* different varieties, each with two 
Nozzles, packed, $1.20, 1.60, 1.75, 2.00, 2.50, and 3.50 


N. B. To save collection expenses, funds should be sent 
with the order, either in form of draft, P. O, order, or regis- 
tered letter. 


t#™ For complete illustrated price-lizt of Apparatus, 
Tubes, etc., see pamphlet. 


Will be sent by mail (post-paid) on application, 
A PAMPHLET 


containing two articles, by distinguished foreign authority. 
on “Inhalation of Atomized Liquids,” with formule of 
those successfully employed. Also an article by Dr. J. L. 
W. Tnupicuum, M.R.C.P., on **A New Mode of treating 
Diseases of the Nasal Cavity," with his formule. Also an 
illustrated description of the best apparatus for the above 
purposes, and for producing LocaL AN4STHESIA by Atom- 
ization with Ether, by the method of Dr. Ricnagpson, of 
London ; or with Rhigolene, as described by Dr. Henry J. 
BiGrLow, in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of 
April 19th, 1866. 

All our Atomizing Apparatus is made with the utmost 
care, with a view to its complete efficiency, convenience 
and durability, and every one is warranted. A Gold Medal 
has lately been awarded us by the Middlesex Mechanics’ 
Association for Atomizing and Surgical instruments. 

Also by the Mass. Charitable Mechanics’ Association— 
Exhibition of 1869.—A Sirver Mepat, the highest medal 
awarded for Surgical Instruments, 
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ALSO FOR SALE: 

*Cammann’s Stethoscones, Disarticulating, 

*Knight’s Modification, 2 ‘ é 
Brown's Universal Tractors, each, . 
Bigelow’'s Polypus Forceps. 

Fe Needle bg 
Tourniquet. 
Beach's Needle Forceps. 
Warren's Uterine Diagnosticator, 
Simpie Throat Mirrors, . ° ° . ° . . 
Ophthalmoscopes, Liebreich’s, . .« . ¢« 400t06 00 
Fever Thermometers, American, 7 ‘ . 2%5to4 WwW 

= bad English, straight, Self-registering, 
00 to 9 00 

Barnes's “ set of three. with Inflator and Stopeocks, 5.00 
Large Ear Mirrors, Troltsche’s, . . « 3.50 to 5.00 
Hypodermic Syringes, ae ee . 3.00 to 14.00 
*Miller's Intra-Uterine Scarificator, in case, (post-paid,) 7.00 
Pinkham's Improved Uterine Scarificator, iu case, -00 
Lente’s Intra-Uterine Caustic Instruments, 1.25 to 3.50 
Sponge Tente, plain and carbolized, each =. . 95 
*Dr. Cutter’s Retroversion and other Pessaries, —_. 
French Rubber Urinals, with valves, male, for night 


“ 


1 00 


3.00 


OP GMM ofan > ge ars oc aaa * 6.00 
French Rubber Urinals, male, day only, 2.50 to 4.00 
ae = emale han - - 3.00 to 4.00 
Vaccine Virus, warranted, id quills, . . . 1.50 
| ee ee te Ee et rer 3.00 
*Vaccinators, Whittemore’s Patent Automatic, for 
Crust or Lymph fresh from. the arm—instan- 
taneous, certain andalmost painless, (post-paid,) 
Powder Syringes, hs? a ee 


3.00 





e - 2.00 
yng pes, plete, Pa St ae 16.00 to 30,00 
*Dr. Oliver’s Laryngoscopic Lantern with Anto-Laryngos- 
copic Attachment, and three Laryngoscopic Mirrors 
im ense. complete... « .. «.,6 * © -S ir 
*Dr. H. R. Storer’s Combined Speculum, ¢ ‘ - 6 WW 
Biackbee’s Wire Specula, ‘ P ° ° a 
*Gaiffe’s Electro-medica! Apparatus,. . « 00 
*Send for Descriptive Circular. 


Apparatus for Paracentesis Thoracis, approved by Dr, 
Bowditgh, and accompanied with directions kindly furnish- 
ed by him, 


Instruments made to order, Sharpened, Polished, and 
Repaired. 


CODMAN & SHURTLEFF, 


Makers and Inuporters of Surgical and Dental Instruments, 


13 & 15 TREMONT 


STREET, BOSTON. 
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? part of alimentary substances reaches the cireu- 


G 


lation by way of the smal) intestines, where the 
accrementitious or soluble matter separates from 
the excrementitous. Nitrogenous substances dis- 
solved by gastric juice; and the amylaceous, con- 
verted into rt me and sugar by the action of 
saliva, bile, and pancreatic juice, are taken up by 
the portal system and carried with the venous 
blood of the intestines and spleen into the liver, 


from which they are passed in modified form into | 
| “This brings us to the consideration of the ul- | 


the right auricle. The hydro-carbons, consisting 
chiefly of fats, are in the form of an cmulsion 
with bile and pancreatic fluid, which is taken up 
by the chyliferous vessels, from which it enters 
the subclavian vein. By this brief reversion to 
the physiology of digestion, we are provided with 
astandpoint from which to consider its pathology, 
or the modifications of it in the course of diseases. 

“There is, perhaps, no perverted condition of 
he alimentary canal, either functional or organic, 
that does not interfere with some part of the 
process in the digestion of a general or mixed 
diet. An inflammatory condition diminishes the 
peculiar secretion of the membrane involved in 
ton at to the extent of the surface inflamed, 
while there is in that rather undefined condition 
preceding congestion, termed irritation, as well 
as from the effect_of local stimulation, an excess 
of the secretion. 

“Tn gastritis, therefore, it becomes necessary to 
subsist the patient chiefly upon an amylaceous 
diet, and one in which fluid is not in excess, be- 
cause nitrogenous food will be but imperfectly 
digested and the fluids but partially absorbed. 
Nitrogenous food must be withheld also when 
the action of the gastric juice is suspended, as by 
the admixture of bile, or when it is deficient in 
pepsin or lactic acid. Inflammatory affections of 
the mouth, even of the pscudo-membranous va- 
riety, do not interfere to any great extent with 
the digestion of amylaceous food, because the 
parotid and sub-maxillary glands, which secrete 
the chief ingredients of saliva, are, to a conside- 
rable extent, below the structures usually affected, 
whereas the contiguity of relationship between 
the gastric mucous membrane and the minute 
glands which secrete gastric juice causes them 
to participate in morbid conditions of the gastric 
mucous membrane. In diseases in which there 
is a suspension of the biliary and pancreatic se- 
cretions, fluid forms of grain and amylaceous 
foods in moderate proportion are valuable, be- 
cause they undergo salivary digestion and are 
absorbed by the veins of the stomach. But the 
hydro-carbons or fats are to be prohibited, and, 
toa considerable extent also, the carbo-hydrates, 
because the former are unchanged, and the latter 
undergo only salivary digestion. 

“Tn these conditions, a nitrogenous dict is our 
chief reliance, and is best assimilated when in the 
fluid form. But by far the greatest difficulties in 
alimentation are presented in diseases of that 
portion of the small intestines in which the solu- 
ble portions of alimentary substances leave the 
alimentary tract for the general circulation, For 
itis of but little consequence to select an appro- 
priate diet, or that it should be well digested, 
unless it be assimilated and appropriated in the 
reparation of tissue. If retained in the intes- 
tines, or not assimilated, an amylaceous dict fer- 
ments, and a nitrogenous putrities, becoming 
thereby of themselves, in many instances, sources 
of disease. In affections of the small intestines, 
therefore, such as enterites, acute and chronic, 
and cholera infantum, if the physiological condi- 
tion of the vena porte and chyliferous vessels are 
impaired, only fluid diet should be given. It may 
be mixed in due proportions of the several kinds, 


« but should be given in small quantity and at 


Bax 


short intervals, in order that it may be taken up 
by the absorbents of the stomach and upper part ¢ 
of the intestinal canal. 

“Our second proposition is: that in Seine 


lected with a view to the reparation of the tissues 


{from an increase of the destructive metamor- 


process. 


timate uses of the several kinds of food. Body 
heat and tissue metamorphosis must be main- 
tained by heat-producing and tissue-forming ma- 
terials, which if not supplied from without are 
taken from Within ; or, in other words, from the 
carbon and glycogen stored in the blood and in 
the substance of tissue. When these are ex- 
hausted, fatal inanition ensues. The little’ fire 
that was kindled under the heap to flicker away 
its three-score years and ten soon dies out if no 
fresh fuel be supplicd. Death may be a remote 
rather than an immediate result of disease. But 


abstract sense is general. 
cular fibre may be withheld or rejected ; or they 


or the capsules of ultimate tissue-cells may dic 
no fat in the body to replenish them with. Long- 


ticle or element of diet may result in death, even 
though all the others be supplied in abundance. 
Our foods, as supplied in the various articles of 


variable proportions, 
classification of them into the hydro-carbons, 
carbo-hydrates, accessories, ete., but few, per- 
haps, are unadulterated, and absolutely free in 
their composition from elements which predomi- 
nate in some of the other classes ; even the most 
exclusively tissue-forming foods are found to be 
by experiment somewhat concerned in the main- 
tenance of animal heat. And the best heat-pro- 
ducing foods evidently have something to do in 
the reparation of tissue, if not as material con- 
tributors, certainly as conservators, or economi- 
zers of the glycogenic process, and vital force. 
‘When, in the course of any general disease, a 
physiological process coneerned in the nutrition 
of the body becomes involved, one of three typi- 
cal conditions is represented in a less or greater 
degree: Ist. The tissue-demands for food may 
be abnormally diminished ; or, 2d, the soluble 
portions, or nutritious elements of one or more 
kinds of food may be misappropriated ; or, 3d, 
the tissue-demand for a particular kind ‘of food 
may be abnormally inereased. The first of these 
conditions is that in which tissue-metamorphosis 
is diminished, in a less or greater degree, and is 


and although we 


tion are diminished, or suspended ; the pulse is 
small, or disappears from the extremities ; 3 res- 
piration is slow and irregular, and the whole or- 
ganic machinery moves with a feebleness that 
betrays deficiency in the vital impulse. 

“The explanation of this condition is fougd in 
the constriction of the capillaries, and in the di- 
minished capillary circulation. Tissue-demand 
for food is reduced to a minimum, and aliments, 
of whatever nature, solid or fluid, nutritious or 
stimulating, if ingested, remain unchanged, in 
proportion to the extent of collapse. It is evi- 
dent, therefore, that alimentation in collapse may 
be worse than superfluous until body heat is re- 








represented in collapse; digestion and assimila- . 


Cn 


yi] 


affecting the general economy, food should be se- | 
or elements of tissue which suffer most, either | 


| phoses or from a perversion of the nutrifying | 


it rarely happens that death from starvation in an | 
The elements of mus- | 


may be misappropriated, resulting in degenerat- | 
ing and fatal atrophy, as sometimes happens in | 
albuminuria ; or there may be starvation for want | 
of the heat or respiratory elements of food, they | 
having been exhausted, as may occur in fevers ; | 


out, and molecular death ensue because there is | 


continued abstinence from any one essential ar- | 


diet, are compounds of two or more elements in | 
make a 
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From the Journal of Applied Chemistry, January, 1874. é 


SOAP TOR TOILET AND MEDICINAL USES. 
Dy Pror. W. A. WETHERBEE, M.D. 


Ir has been said by an eminent chemist that “the quantity of soap consumed by a nation 
would be no inaccurate measure whereby to estimate its wealth and civilization.” With 
equal accuracy it might be added that the chemical and medical intelligence of that nation 
has much to do in determining the quality of those soaps, especially of those employed for 
toilet purposes. 

In the preparation of soaps for mere detergent or scouring purposes, the oils or fats are 
chosen mainly with a view to economy. The principal efficacy is in the alkali employed, 
and the fats are added only to modify the former, to prevent it from corroding or disso] ving 
the tissues of the fabrics to be cleansed. For domestic use in the laundry and the kitchen, 
no prudent housewife would think of purchasing the finest old castile soap for scouring 
linen, or washing the table crockery and cutlery. When she enters the bath or dressing- 
room, if she be a woman of refinement, she requires a finer article, and, in most cases, 
even unperfumed castile is too common, and not sufficiently agreeable to the olfactories. 
If well perfumed, she is apt to take it for granted that it is emollient and wholesome. Ov 
this point occurs a very common mistake, for our market is flooded with so-called toilet soaps 
which, but for their perfume, would, from their impure and unwholesome quality, be almost 
unfit to remove the stains of manual labor from the hands of the least fastidious plough-boy. 

The mixed animal and vegetable fats which are gathered from our houses by the “ soap- 
fat man” are in many cases transformed, by the addition of an alkali and agreeable per- 
fumery, into cxpensive soaps for the toilet, while in many cases they are actually poison- 
ous when used for the toilet by persons in health, rendering the skin rough and cracked, 
and often imparting that coarseness and redness which is so repugnant to those of delicate 
taste. But this is not all: in many skin diseases, the attending physician finds his pre- 
scribed remedies of comparatively little avail, without understanding why ; the fuct being 
that the patient is daily applying a poison to the skin, in the shape of soaps made with im- 
pure fats or oils, Asa rule, soaps made only from pure vegetable oils are directed to be 
employed in medicine, and there is even a great difference in these. Much depends, too, 
on the manner of their saponification, when the object is to produce a soap which shall 
answer the double purpose of removing the impurities from the skin, and at the same 
time leaving it white, soft, and not liable to crack or become rough, ‘There should be only 
a slight excess of alkali, since a greater amount would render the soap caustic and corro- 
sive; the vegetable oils employed should be thoroughly refined, and perfectly free from 
rancidity ; and if the soap be medicated, or perfumed with any foreign substances, these 
also should be selected with special care as to their healing properties. Many essential 
oils which are used to perfume soaps are of an acrid nature, and unfit to be applied to the 
skin, even in the very minute proportions in which they are added; and other substances, 
which in their primitive state are highly recommended for external use, are liable to be- 
come chemically changed by heat or other causes, in incorporating them into soaps, so 
that they are inert, or even deleterious. All these particulars are important, and if the 
manufacturer of toilet and medicated soaps be not a thorough chemist in his department 
of industry, he must necessarily fail to furnish a perfect article. 

* * *  # it “ * ~ * % % “ ce 


Purified Pine Tar Soap is also growing into favor with physicians in all the various shin 
diseases to which tar was formerly applied. Ointments have, to a certain degree, been 
discarded by physicians of the present day, when the remedial agent, of which the lard or 
cerate is only the vehicle, can be applied as effectively in any other Way, and hence this 
medicated soap has become popular ; it is a much more agreeable and cleanly vehicle than 
the greasy matter of ointments, and does not close the pores of the skin and check the pass- 
age of the perspiration, but, on the contrary, removes the accumulated impurities from the 
surface, instead of adding to them. 

















Note.—The proprietors of Packer's All-Healing Pine Tar Soap take pleasure in stating to the profession, 
that Prof. Wetherbee, whose exhaustive examination of the subject resulted in the above thoughtful article, 
has publicly given our product his warm endorsement, after faithfully comparing it with varieties obtained 

y other processes, We present his conclusions herewith : 

Messrs. D. F. Packer & Co.: 

Dear Sirs; I have made a careful examination of the samples of your Tar Soap submitted to me for 
andysis, and find that it is composed of pure Vegetable Oil and Refined Pine Tar, combined by a process 
which others have tried and failed. I consider it the best soap for all purposes mentioned in your circular 
which I have ever used or examined. Yours very truly, 

W. A. WETHUERBEE, wtb. Prof. of Chemistry and raat, 

April 8, 1874. 224 E. Uth St., N. Y. 


We deem it sufficient to say to the experienced practitioner, that, in the matcrials and manipulation of 
our soap, all the conditions of excellence indicated by Prof. Wetherbee have been conscientiously and 
successfully met. We have not spared labor, time or expense in endeavoring to mect the want suggested by 
the experience of scientific men, and are more than rewarded by their concurrent testimony that our efforts 
have been successful. 

oy D. F. PACKER & CO., Box 3,885, N. ¥. P, 0. 
rt t= Physicians, upon application accompanied by card, will be supplied with sample cake gratis. 
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plenished, This can not be supplied by the in- 
gestion of the carbo-hydrates, and of amylaceous 
food. But body-heat must be supplied from ex- 
traneous sources, and when supplied tissue-me- 
tamorphosis and tissue-demand for food return, 
and the patient recovers rapidly with little or no 
apparent loss of the substance of the body, even 
though there may have been virtual abstinence 
from food for several days. 

‘* The second of these typical conditions is that 
in which digestion and _ tissue-metamorphosis 
continue, but in which aliments are misappro- 
priated to the formation of a substance other 
than the one formed in the healthy body. 

‘* This condition is represented in extreme cases 
of diabetes and of albuminuria. The elements 
of the heat-producing or respiratory foods, in the 
one case, and elements of nitrogenous food in 
the other, are prematurely eliminated from the 
body. 

‘In diabetes, the body temperature is dimin- 
ished. There is emaciation and starvation of tis- 
suc, because the starchy elements of the food are 
eliminated in the form of sugar before reaching 
the tinal chemico-vital changes whereby it is con- 
verted into tissue-fat, and assists in the evolution 
of animal heat. So long as this misappropria- 
tion continues, it is impossible for the subject to 
derive any real benefit from a class of foods in 
every way essential to well-being, although the 
salivary and intestinal powers of digestion may 
be even taxed to their utmost, by a superabun- 
dant ingestion of them. In albuminuria we have 
an analogous condition. In this disease, the cle- 
ments of nitrogenous foods are eliminated from 
the body in the form of albumen instead of un- 
dergoing the final change whereby they contri- 
bute to the production of tissuc-fibre, muscular 
and vital force, and urea. In the alimentation 
of these cases, substitutions are attempted. But 
the substituted food, other demands being equal, 
must be in exeess of the amount necessary in 
health, and much care is required to sustain the 
overburdened powers of digestion ; bésides, nitro- 
genous food but poorly supplies the office of the 
amylaccous, and the amylaceous but imperfectly 
performs the physiological work of the nitroge- 
nous, and unless the physiological conditions of 
the organs involved can be restored by remedial 
agencies (if any body knows what they are), the 
tissues chill in the one case, and starve to death 
in the other, for want of their proper food, while 
the stomach and the blood may be full of it. 

‘* The third typical condition is represented in 
fever; in which tissue-combustion and, to some 
extent, tissue-metamorphosis, are abnormally in- 
creased, and in which condition, therefore, there 
is an increased demand on the part of tissues for 
the kind of food most supporting to respiration 
and animal heat. It has been shown by Ham- 
mond that about 12 ozs. of saccharine and starchy 
food is required daily to maintain the respiration 
and normal temperature of the body in health. 
In fevers, in which body temperature rises to and 
is maintained at from 102° to 105° F., the normal 
temperature of the body is exceeded by from 
one twenticth to one cighth. Making due allow- 
ance for the less demand for food by the recum- 
bent posture, quictude, and artificial warmth with 
which the sick are usually supplied, it is evident 
that if the normal proportion of glycogen and 
fat entering into the constitution of tissue be 
unimpaired, the respiratory or heat-producing 
elements to meet the increased demand must be 
introduced as food, and, other demands being 
equal, must exceed the quantity required in 
health by from one twenticth to one eighth. Or, 
in other words, the starch and sugar elements 
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equal, must exceed the amount required in health 
as the amount of body-heat in fever is to the 
amount in health. It is generally the case, how- 
ever, in this condition, that the appetite does not 
second the demand, because the digestive fluids 
are diminished. But it is our duty to look be- 
yond the appetite, which is a secondary conside- 
ration, to the primary one in the substance of 
tissue, where the poison of disease is at work 
with the hyper-oxidizing quality of the blood in 
the destruction of tissue. The difficulty, ordina- 
rily, is not so much in the selection of appropri- 
ate articles of diet as it is to promote the diges- 
tion and assimilation of them. For this purpose, 
condiments are of especial value, as are also some 
of the accessory foods, among which may be 
mentioned fruits. Beef-essence and beef-tea may 
be mentioned as of especial value, not as articles 
of nutrition, but simply as promoters of dizes- 
tion. Pepsin may also be classed as a promoter 
of digestion by supplying an alkaline deficiency 
in the constitution of the gastric juice. A large 
majority of condiments stimulate the gastrie mu- 
cous membrane, and thereby increase the gastr ¢ 
secretion, Among the most valuable of the lat- 
ter class in fevers may be mentioned common 
salt, the splitting up of which with water in the 
glands of the stomach liberates. free hydrochloric 
acid from sodium hydroxide. The first is known 
to be one of the most potential agencies in sto- 
mach digestion, and the latter hag been shown by 
Thudicum to be coneerned in defending the gas- 
tric mucous membrane from the eorrosive effect 
of the gastric juice. The hydroxide of sodium 
is still further concerned in the process of diges- 
tion after becoming, in the form of a carbonate, 
an ingredient of bile. In fevers, the demand for 
nitrogenous food is proportionally diminished, 
because voluntary muscular motion is diminished. 
But the involuntary muscular movements, which 
are ordinarily rather accelerated than otherwise, 
should be sustained by an adequate amount of 
nitrogenous food. We probably have no article 
better adapted to this purpose than new milk, 
which should be given at regular iniervals. The 
hydro-carbons are also required to a certain ex- 
tent to repair the continuous disintegration of 
brain and nerve tissue, the capsules of ultimate 
tissue-cells, etc., but may be supplied only in 
small quantity and at long intervals. Our chief 
dependence must be upon the carbo-hydrates, 
to which class belong most of the “cereal and 
vegetable articles of dict. In these the predomi- 
nating substance is starch, by which the respira- 
tion and body-heat are maintained, instead of by 
the elements of it stored up in the substance of 
tissue and the blood. These amylaceous ar- 
ticles of food, if supplied judiciously in excess 
of the usual proportion to other kinds of food, 
supply the hyper-oxidizing quality of the blood 
in fevers, and preserve the tissues to a conside- 
rable extent from the increased destructive me- 
tamorphosis which characterizes them. 

“The practitioner, therefore, who contrives the 
most successfully the digestion and assimilation 
of the carbo-hydrates in fevers, will insure his 
patients the most speedy convalescence, and the 
greatest immunity from that long train of evils 
known as the sequence of them. 

‘Tt is believed that the principles which relate 
to alimentation in one of the three foregoing 
typical conditions will be found applicable in the 
management of all diseases in which the nutri- 
tion of the body is concerned.” 


To DisGuisE Castor O11.—Rub up two drops 
oil of cinnamon with an ounce of glycerine, and 
add an ounce of castor oil. Children will take it, 





supplied in food in fever, other demands being 
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Electro-Medical Apparatus. 


The American Institute has pronounced 


DR, JEROME KIDDER’S 
Glsctro-ffedical Apparatus 


CAgain Nov. 15th, 1873)" THE BEST YET DEVISED. 


(~The genuine operates by the most durable and constant batteries; and it is known by obtaining Dr. 
Kidder's latest published catalogue, sent on application. Dr. Kidder thanks the medical profession for 
many expressions of interest in the subject of his pamphlet on ‘ Electro-Allotropo-Physiology,” how 
to construct an artificial nerve, etc., etc. 

Dr. Kidder does not make presents of machines to practitioners, and then put their names down as refer- 
ences, but he uses a few names as references, out of a large number of experienced practitioners, who pur- 
chase and use his apparatus; but his business is sustained by having the only apparatus that satisfies the de- 
mands of advanced scientific practitioners. 

Those who are familiar with those who have been induced by any means to purchase inferior apparatus, 
will now more highly appreciate the superior merits of Dr. Kidder’s Genuine Multiple Coil Machines, havy- 
ing all the currents under control, and other means to command their perfect operation. 

CAUTION.—As there are machines sold as Dr. Kidder’s, which are not his, to know the GENUINE 
send for illustrated catalogue to 


DR. JEROME KIDDER, 
No. 50 UNION PLACE 


North-East corner of 17th Street and Fourth Avenue, NEW-YORK. 


CUTLER’S 


POCKET INHALER 


CARBOLATE OF I0DINE INHALANT. 


A most wonderful remedy! For all Nasal, Throat, and Lung Diseases, its curative properties have 
proved superior to any hitherto used or known, affording relief in some cases in a few minutes, 


IT WILL CURE CATARRH. 


It has enred Catarrh, where all other remedies have failed. It is in fact the only real Catarrh remedy. 


Bronchitis yields to it and Consumption if taken in any kind of season, The character of th¢ 
disease, upon using the Inhaler, is rapidly changed for the better. 


In Asthma it has no equal! Every case is either cured or benefited. 


Coughs, Sore Throat, Hoarseness, and loss of Voice are relieved by it at once. For Singers and Public 
Speakers it isinvaluable. Itis used by Nilsson, Kellogg, Eustaphieve, and by hundreds of clergymen, 
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It will correct the most offensive breath, rendering it as sweet as an infant’s. 

It is a preventive of Disease, and with this Inhaler one may bid defiance to. the whole cata- 
logue of infectious diseases, plagues, and miasmas. 

The Inhaler is gotten up on an entirely new principle, admitting a definite supply of air; and the use of 
the most concentrated volatile fluids; it may be carried about the person as handily as a pencil-case, and 
used with the same facility as a cigarette or a smelling-bottle. 

Dr. Georce Hapty, Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy in the University of Buffalo, concludes a 
well considered opinion upon the merits of the instrument as follows: ‘‘On the whole, this Inhaler seems to 
me to accomplish its purposes by novel, yet by the most simpée and effectual means, to be philosophical in 
conception, and well carried out in the execution.” 

All physicians ——- it. Sells readily. Price $2, neatly put up with Inhalant sufficient for two months® 
use. Extra bottles of Inhalant, 50 cents each. Free by mail on receipt of price. Liberal discount to the 
trade, Send for circular. For sale by all druggists. 


WILLIAM H. SMITH. & CO., Proprietors, 
3 402 Michigan, cor, of Eagle Street, BUFFALO, N. Y. 
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& PHYSIOLOGICAL THERAPEUTICS IN 
9 


GASTRIC DISORDERS. 


Lecture by Prof. W. O. Leube, in Jena. Condensed 
and Translated for the Review by Dr. H. P. von 
Petershausen. 

OF late the conviction has grown among the 
profession that physiology is, in a higher degree 
than any other branch of physical science, de- 
signed for a guide to the scientific physician as 
far as diagnosis and therapeutics are concerned. 
How near physiology and practical medicine are 
related becomes more evident by considering the 
close connection between the functions of the 
diseased and the healthy organism. The only 
difference between them is but a formal one. 
Therefore discoveries in this field will modify 
both pathology and therapeutics. These, though 
depending upon empiricism, must yet regard 
physiological principles. The object of therapeu- 
| tics is to change abnormal conditions into nor- 
mal or physiological ones. Physiological points 
to be touched upon in this lecture will afford the 
true explanation of our clinical experience. 

The treatment of diseases of the stomach is 
largely the treatment of dyspepsia, a symptom 
more or less frequently present in every gastric 
disease. Alteration in the structure of the walls 
of the stomach caused by any gastric discase 
always is followed by a change in the function of 
that organ. As a general expression of this 
change, we have those symptoms of difficult diges- 
tion which are known as dyspepsia. These 
symptoms are, in the treatment of diseases of the 
stomach, first to be taken in consideration. 

We recognize the presence of dyspepsia by the 
following signs: irregularity of the appetite— 
from slight perversity to entire want of appetite, 
generally accompanied with increased thirst, dis- 
agreeable taste ih the mouth, and the sensation of 
pressure in the stomach, eructation of gases or 
| sour fluids, in some cases vomiting. Besides, 
| there is depression of mind, hypochondriasis, 
; headache—in short, different reactions of the 
| nervous system, following the at first only local 
| disease of the stomach. 

It is not difficult to diagnosticate dyspepsia 

from these symptoms. But though this is easy, 

| it will be difficult to select in a special case the 

| appropriate remedy. It is to be regretted that 

| there is not such a specific for dyspepsia as 
| 
' 


1 


| 
| 





quinine is for intermittents, or mercury for 
syphilis. For every case of dyspepsia requires 
especial analysis respecting its variety and cause. 
he two constituents of the normal gastric 
juice are a free acid and pepsin. Both are of 
cqual importance, and one without the other is 
inactive. The most favorable condition for 
active digestion is 1 to 4 acid to 1000 gastric 
juice. But the amount of pepsin seems less im- 
portant. It is true, as experiment has proved, 
that with the same quantity of acid the solution 
of albumen takes place earlier if the solution is 
rich in pepsin. But it has also been found that 
small quantities of pepsin are sufficient to dissolve 
indefinite quantities of fibrin; provided that 
always a new quantity of acid is at the disposition 
of the process of digestion. Pepsin, therefore, 
remains unchanged in the process of digestion of 
albumen. Thus itis evident, that the quickness 
of digestion depends upon the proper composi- 
tion of gastric juice. Too much or too little of 
cither of its constituents may produce disturbance 
in the process of digestion. The only correct 
treatment in such cases will be to improve the 
faulty composition of the gastric juice, either by 
supplying it with acid or pepsin, or by neutraliz- 
I ing the surplus acid by alkalies, or precipitating 
© the surplus pepsin by a metallic salt, 
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Led by these principles, in any dyspepsia of i 


long standing, the cause of which is not evident, 
I pursue the following plan: I evacuate the pa- 
tient’s stomach, by means of a saline cathartic in 
the morning, allow him to cat some roasted veal 
and bread at dinner-time ; take one or two hours 
afterward, by aid of the stomach sound, a part 
of the contents of the stomach, examine its smell 
and reaction, and the degree of its solution. 
Then I place about equal quantities of the fil- 
trated contents of the stomach in three bottles, and 
suspend besides in cach of them a piece of boiled 
fibrin. To the contents of one of the bottles Tadd 
nothing, to those of the other two drops of 
muriatic acid, and to those of the third two drops 
of ancutral solution of pepsin. All three bottles 
are then placed in a vessel of water, whose tein- 
perature is kept between 95° and 105° F. The 
digestion in the last two bottles will show if one 
or the other addition causes a more rapid solution 
of the tibrin that in the first bottle, or if the ad- 
ditions were without effect. 

Experience has shown now for most of those 
cases with disturbances in the proportion of the 
constituents of the gastric juice, that want of acid 
is most frequently the cause of disturbances in 
digestion. 

Changes in the proportion of pepsin very seldom 
will cause anomalies in digestion. If there is any 
excess of pepsin and a sufticient quantity of acid, 
the process of digestion will be hastened, and 
vice versa. Digestionis kept in activity, provided 
that there is secreted sufficient diluted acid to 
dissolve albumen in infinitum, even if only small 
quantities of pepsin are present. 

If there is proved want of acid in the digestive 
process, of course the administration of an acid 
is indicated. But the acid must not be given in a 
thoughtless manner, as, for instanée, every two 
hours a tablespoonful of an acid mixture, but in 
such a way that the patient takes his medicine 
immediately before or after meals. Generally I 
give cight drops of acid hydrochlor. in a wine- 
glass full of water, one hour after meals, and in 
more serious cases four hours after meals repeated. 
Interesting are Manasséin’s experiments with 
dogs, in which fever and acute anemia were arti- 
ficially caused. In these diseases, deficiency of 
acid was proved by him to be the cause of the 
disturbance of digestion connected with them. 

The last change in the mutual proportion of 
acid and pepsin consists in an excess of acid. 
Though generally believed that this is. very 
common, I doubt that in many cases an ex- 
cess of acid interferes with digestion. Even if 
there is a sour reaction of the contents of the 
stomach, we do not know by what kind of acid 
it is caused, as the different acids, lactic, bu- 
tyric, acetic acid, act, combined with pepsin, in 
a different way upon the ingesta. Generally they 
protract digestion more or less. In spite of a 
sour reaction of the ingesta, I have often ob- 
served that an addition of acid hydrochlor. has- 
tened the process of digestion. 

After all, I hope that in diseases of the stomach, 
the muriatic acid will again become a more fa- 
vored remedy, as this lately was the case where 
every thing was expected from the wine of pep- 
sin. Especially I recommend the acid in the 
cases of reconvalescents, anemic and feverish 





a ot as well as in dilatation of the stomach. 
udging from observations of Manasséin on his 
} animals, acid may probably also be indicated in 
| cases where, in the stomach, processes of putre- 
| faction are going on. I must yet remark that I 
| think there are cases in which pepsin is indicated. 
Given with acid, it will do good service in all those 
| cases in which the latter alone has little effect. 

« In the same line with these conditions, I would g 
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Concentrated Medicines, 
CONCENTRATED TINCTURES, OILS, ETC. 


They are put up in bottles of one ounce, avoirdupois, and securely sealed to protect 
them from the action of the atmosphere. 


ACONITIN, COLOCYNTHIN, HELONIN, PHYTOLACIN, 
AMPELOPSIN, CORNIN, HYDRASTIN, PODOPHYLLIN, 
ALETRIN, CORYDALIN, HYDRASTIN MURIATE, POPULIN, 
ALNUIN, CYPRIPEDIN, HYDRASTIN, SULPH., PRUNIN, 
APOCYNIN, DIGITALIN, HYOSCYAMIN, PTELEIN, 
ATROPIN, DIOSCOREIN, IRISIN, RHEIN, 
ASCLEPIN, ERGOTIN, JALAPIN, RHUSIN, 
BAPTISIN. ERYTHROYYLIN, JUGLANDIN, RUMIN, 
BAROSMIN, EUONYMIN, LEONTODIN, SANGUINARIN, 
BETIN, EUPATORIN (PERFo.) LEPTANDRIN, SCUTELLARIN, 
CAULOPHYLLIN, EUPATORIN (Purpvu.) LOBELIN, SENECIN, 
CERASEIN, FRAZERIN, LUPULIN, SMILACIN, 
CHELONIN, GELSEMIN, LYCOPIN, STILLINGIN, 
CHIONANTHIN, GERANIIN, MACROTIN, TRILLIIN, 
CHIMAPHILLIN, GOSSYPIIN, MENISPERMIN, VERATRIN, 
COLLINSONIN, HAMAMELIN, MYRICIN, VIBURNIN, 


i XANTHOXYLIN. 
CONCENTRATED TINCTURES. 


The increasing demand for our Concentrated Tinctures, and the very great favor with 
which they have been received by the profession, induce us to enlarge our list, and add 
thereto many articles not heretofore prepared in this form. 











WHAT ARE CONCENTRATED TINCTURES? 


They are the active principles, re-dissolved in alcohol in definite proportions. They 
are not made from the crude material (because different samples yield different propor- 
tions of active principles). Hence they resemble a definite solution of Morphia, Quinia, 
or any other definite vegetable alkaloid, and invariably represent a uniform amount of 
therapeutic power. They are concentrated, definite solutions of the entire medicinal con- 
stituents of the plants from which they are severaliy derived. 

They are much stronger than any other fluid preparations made from the same articles, 
differing from Fluid Extracts and so-called Concentrated Tinctures of other manufacturers 
in mode of preparation. 


o 


VACCINE VIRUS. SUCAR-COATED PILLS. 
10 IVORY POINTS, Cow-Pox, Virus, 





COMP { PODOPHYLLIN, } 

1 Crust, Cow-Pox Virus........... “~* | LEPTANDRIN, § 

r ‘OMP. CERASEIN (Fever and Ague 
Humanized, one remove from the cow, at COMP. C a ore gue) 
same rates. Sent by mail on receipt of S QUININE, " 

price. ( GELSEMIN, \ 


® 


We will furnish gratis, on application, a copy of our “MANUAL OF THE ACTIVE 
PRINCIPLES OF INDIGENOUS AND FOREIGN MEDICINAL PLANTS,” containing short ac- 
counts of each preparation, with properties, uses, doses, etc., also price list. Address all 
communications to 


B. BEITH we CO.,, 


9 2 
) P. O. BOX 1759. 41 Liberty St., N. Y. 3 
5a) © 
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place those cases in which an excess of mucus is 





» produced in the stomach. 





This prevents the nor- 

mal production of acid, and gives rise to abnormal 
products of digestion. This presupposed, we 
may admit that presence of mucus causes the fer- 
mentation in the stomach, which then produces 
acetic, butyric, lactic, and carbonic acids and 
hydrogen. Should they be formed in: excess, it 
would be advisable to give antacids, the more as 
alkalies, given in larger doses, also promote the 
normal secretion. 

There are other causes in which a change of the 
quantity of the secreted gastric juice in toto must be 
considered as the cause of the dyspepsia. Under 
this head belong also the cases of so-called ‘ tor- 
pid digestion,’ in which the stomach after intro- 
duction of the food does not produce the neces- 
sary quantity of juice. People who suffer from 
this form of digestion try therefore to remedy 
the insensibility of the mucous membrane of their 
stomach by taking strong spices and similar stimu- 
lating means. The presence of this pathological 
state is to be recognized by the sound. If this is 
brought into an empty stomach, and then through 
its tube is introduced some water, there will be 
produced a secretion in healthy people as a con- 
sequence of the irritation. When the sound is 
drawn out, a sour fluid flows from its end. In 
cases of torpor, no traces of a secretion fol- 
lowing that little operation can be detected. In 
such cases, rhubarb, ipecac, ete., are given. I 
think they are of little use, and that more depends 
upon weaning the stomach from those vehement 
irritants. In more urgent cases, it might be advi- 
sable to administer such medicines as increase the 
secretion of the gastric juice. Such remedies are 
ether, alcohol, ice-water, alkalies, and probably 
the bitter tonics. 

The product of the action of pepsino-muriatic 
acid upon albuminoid substances are the peptones 
(albuminose). As these have a lower osmotic 


equivalent, they are absorbed about seventy times 


easier than albumen, Experiments have proved 
that in artificial digesting mixtures, the albumen 
becomes completely peptonized only when the 
already produced peptones are removed by way of 
dialysis. From this, it will be apparent that the 
accumulation of peptones in the stomach is a 
hindrance for the solution of the remaining albu- 
men. 

As soon as the power of resorption of the gas- 
trie mucous membrane is not intact, the pepto- 
nizing process is interrupted, and disturbances in 
digestion will follow. If the resorption of pep- 
tones become limited, the peptones, after being 
mixed with the undigested food, accumulate in 
the stomach, and in case of longer standing pro- 
duce dilatation of the stomach. Such a process 
is favored in cases where mechanical obstruction 
—for instance, stricture ex causa ulceris—exists. 
At last resorption is entirely suspended, as is 
proved by application of the stomach sound. It 
must be regretted that there are no remedies 
to increase the power of resorption. The most 
rational treatment is, as I found, at first to wash 
out the stomach regularly by the stomach pump, 
or bya sound in the form of asyphon. Besides, 
the diet is to be regulated, especially must be 
limited taking of fluids (ice), and only small 
quantities of food at once allowed. This treat- 
ment may be supported by applying hot poultices 
to the epigastrium, to break a path for the activity 
in resorption (as in chronic peritonitis and pleuri- 
sies). In some case, acid may be of use. 

As a farther cause of diseases of the stomach, 
we have to consider disturbances in the function 
of its muscular coat. Contractions of these mus- 


cles not only move the liquefied ingesta toward: 


@ the pylorus, but promote probably a morc inti- 
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mate contact of them with the mucous mem. 
brane, and in this way advance digestion. Hin- Q 
drance in the activity of the muscular coat will 
lead to dyspepsia. Kussmaul lately found in the 
more serious forms of this affection a fatty and 
colloid degeneration of the muscular cells. But 
already a simple debility of the muscles, as in 
chlorosis, or in old people, a serous infiltration, as 
in morbus Brightii, or in lung and heart diseases, 
even in gastric catarrh, is sufficient to impair 
that important assistance which the digestive pro- 
cess receives from the contraction of the muscu- 
lar coat. In some of such cases, the electric cur- 
rent has done good, and there is no physiological 
reason why the current should not influence the 
muscular coat. Yet there must be made still 
more trials in this direction to establish a true 
guide for this kind of treatment. 

Lastly, it must be admitted that certain forms 
of dyspepsia are called forth by nervous influences 
(hypochondria, hysteria, neuralgia, diseases of the 
organs of generation). But as we know so much 
as nothing about the courses of the nerves of se- 
cretion, it will be obvious that we have little in- 
sight into the nature of nervous dyspepsia. 

I did not mention, up to this, those deeper 
alterations of the walls of the stomach which 
commonly are persistent. In pathological anato- 
my, these forms are well characterized (ulcer car- 
cinoma), but the symptoms they cause are the 
same as those of dyspepsia, and the treatment of 
them is the most important and general problem. 

It is not my intention to touch upon every cu- 
rative method in gastric diseases. In any hand- 
book can be found what narcotics may be given 
in cardialgia, what the antidotes are in toxic gas- 
tritis, that in case of gastrorrhagia, styptics and 
cold (ice) are indicated, ete. But I should like 
to speak a few words about dict, as the recom- 
mended treatment only meets with success if 
strict dietetic rules at the same time are kept. 

The best diet for a diseased stomach, I think, is 
rest. Complete rest we can only give to that or- 
gan when we nourish the body not in the common 
way, per os, but per anum (meat, pancreas, clys- 
ters, which satiate at the same time the hunger). 
But in most cases this will not be necessary, and 
we do enough to prescribe an easily digestible nu- 
triment—that is, food which is digested not in the 
stomach, as this is not desirable, but principally 
in the intestines. It must be admitted that the 
question about easily digestible food is still an 
open one. But supported by long experience, we 
may recommend from the different kinds of meat, 
veal, chicken, pigeon, and, in some cases, fish and 
beef. Besides, milk and eggs are easily digestible. 
From vegetables, we may allow asparagus, green 
peas, and carrots. Only stale wheat bread is ad- 
visable. Alcoholics are to be avoided, andshould 
wine be necessary, it is bestadministered per anum. 
In cases where the patient can not bear these nu- 
triments, I recommend the ‘ meat-solution,”’ as 
prepared by Mirus, in Jena, which is of excellent 
service. 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND THE- 
RAPEUTICS. 


INFANTS, THEIR FOOD AND ITS DIGESTION.— 
Dr. Alex. 8. Von Mansfelde (Chicago Medical 
Journal, March, 1874) makes a valuable contribu- 
tion to our knowledge upon the above topic. 
The vital importance of the subject can not be 
over-estimated. The Doctor takes issue with the 
ordinary views of the profession upon infant 
feeding. His propositions are: 

(1) By the addition of water, no dilution of 
casein takes place, 
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Braithwaite’s Kettospect, 


A IIALF YEARLY JOURNAL OF 
PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY, 


CONTAINING A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF EVERY DISCOVERY AND PRACTICAL IMPROVE- 
MENT IN THE MEDICAL SCIENCES, DIGESTED FROM THE LEADING 
MEDICAL JOURNALS OF EUROPE AND AMERICA, 





' Republished every January and July since 1840. 

This invaluable compendium, which was commenced in 1840, is issued simultaneously with the London 
edition, by virtue of an arrangement entered into with its distinguished editor, and appears regularly in 
January and July of each year. 

The peculiar excellence of the Retrospect consists in the fact that it embodies in a confined space, 
after careful perusal, all the cream of all the Medical periodicals—preserving all the essentially practical 
articles of discovery and improvement. The great advantage offered to the practitioners by this method is 
the saving them time, labor, and money. It constitutes a 

CONDENSED REGISTER OF MEDICAL FACTS 
and observations for the past year, and presents a complete retrospect of all that is valuable and worth 
possessing, gleaned from the current Medical Literature of the time. 

This admirable digest enjoys, throughout the world, a higher fame in its depertinant, and has obtained a 
circulation more than ¢hree dimes that of any other Medical Journal extant. The terms—resulting from its 
extensive patronage—will be found more liberal than those of any other similar periodical. The subscription 
price is only $2.50, postage free, to regular annual subscribers, who invariably pay in advance of publica- 
tion ; all Parts after publication, one or more, $1.50 each. 

=” On the receipt of $10, accompanied with names of Jive NEw subscribers, the RETROSPECT will be 
mailed to each subscriber's address one year free of postage. 

Communications should be addressed to 


P, 0, Box 5108. W. A. TOWNSEND, Publisher, 177 Broadway, New-York. 


Most Important Announcement to Ruptured Persons. 
NEW AND PERFECT REMEDY FOR HERNIA. 


Tue invention of the Elastic Truss is, without doubt, the most important 
medical discovery of the century. The results of this new discovery for the cer- 
tain relief and cure of Hernia are most astonishing and gratifying. This new 
Truss is worn with perfect comfort night and day. It yields to every motion 
of the body, always retaining the rupture during the hardest exercise or severest 
strain, and if the directions are followed a permanent cure will soon be effected. 
No well-informed person will now wear any of the old-fashioned metal-spring 
trusses that were formerly used, but now discarded. This new Truss is sent by 
mail or express to all parts of the country, with full directions for fitting. A 

full descriptive circular will be sent free, if requested, by mail. The Elastic Truss will be supplied through 
the Surgeon-General’s office, on request, to any pensioners who are entitled to a truss from the Government. 
Age or the length of time a patient has been ruptured will not prevent a cure. 


From the numerous testimonials in our possession, we append the following: 

“ After the experience of months, patients testify strongly to its efficacy, as well as to the ease and free- 
dom from inconvenience with which the instrument is worn. With superior advantages, the Elastic Truss 
possesses, in a high degree, ALi requisites and qualifications claimed for other inventions, I have no hesi- 
tation in regarding it as an important means for the relief and cure of Hernia. 

“J. M. CARNOCHAN, M.D.. 
‘‘Ex-Health Officer of the Port of New-York, Surgeon-in-Chief of New-York State Hospital, etc., etc.” 





New-York, March 10th, 1874. 
Gro. V. House, M.D., Scpt. Elastic Truss Co.: 

Dear Sir: After suffering for thirty years, in my own person, from the use of every form of Metallic 
Truss procurable in this country and in Europe, I, two years ago, applied your Elastic Truss, and since that 
time I have experienced comfort and satisfaction, and teen taught the truth, that the Elastic Truss is the 
only instrument that should be used for the relief and cure of Hernia; and now, after more than thirty years’ 
continuous practice, and having adjusted many hundreds of trusses (and for the Jast twenty months yours 
exclusively), I gratefully declare it to be my deliberate opinion that your Elastic Truss is the only one enti- 
tled to the confidence of the public; that elasticity is the only power at all adapted to the requirements of a 
Truss or Supporter, and am convinced that your Elastic Truss actually cures a large proportion of all cases 
to which it is applied, not only among children, but in numerous cases within my own knowledge of patients 
from fifty to seventy-five years of age. 

W. H. BURNHAM, M.D., 


Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, N. Y. E. Medical College. 
Address, 





q THE ELASTIC TRUSS CO., 683 Broadway, New-York. 
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(2) It is not physiological to give food of 
whatever description in a highly diluted form. 

(3) The digestion and assimilation of casein is 
not assisted by the addition of sugar. 

(4) It is the addition of oil that will make the 
artiticial food a healthy substitute for mother’s 
milk. We have not space to detail the experi- 
ments by which the above statements are 
maintained. Enough to state that we think they 
are proved, and we shall adopt the practical de- 
ductions, The first three we had already adopted 
on physiological grounds. With our author, we 
have long believed it bad practice to advise the 
use of starch, arrow-root, tapioca, sago, wheat 
flour crackers, in the feeding of infants. 

But the last proposition contains a truth which 
we had not known. It is this: the addition of 
almond oil tu cows’ milk renders its coagulum 
decide ily more floculent, so that it will float on 
the clear whey. Before the addition of the oil, 
the coasulated casein sank to the bottom of the 
whey. Now it is known that woman’s milk con- 
tains more oil than cows’ milk. Hence, its 
coagula would be more porous, and so more 
easily penetrated by the gastric juice of the child. 
Further, fat is needed for chemical reasons, to 
aid in the digestion of casein. The practical 
lesson is that the needed physical condition of 
cows’ milk to induce its ready digestion by in- 
fants is produced by adding to every two ounces of 
milk one seruple of oil of sweet almonds, The 


author claims that this admixture of oil with 
cows’ milk makes the best substitute for breast- 
milk, and is the best artificial food for infants. 


NOTES ON PTYALIN. 
BY ALBERT P. BROWN, G.P. 


At the pharmaceutical meeting held in January, 
I stated that at the suggestion of my friend, Dr. 
Marcy, I had experimented with the parotid gland 
of the pig, in order, if possible, to obtain ptyalin. 
Ptyalin is found in the saliva, and acts on starch, 
rapidly changing it into glucose. The parotid 
gland is the ‘‘salivatory gland,” situated nearest 
the ear, which pours its secretion into the mouth 
during mastication. It is largest in the herbivora 
and those animals whose food is most difficult of 
mastication. Its duct, called the duct of Steno, 
opens into the mouth opposite the second molar 
tooth. 

The parotids were obtained from the butcher 
immediately after killing, chopped tine, macerated 
in water acidalated with hydrochloric acid for 
twenty-four hours, and then separated by filtra- 
tion. To the acidulated solution a saturated so- 
lution of sodium chloride was added, which 
caused a precipitate; this was allowed to stand 
until the precipitate rose to the surface; it was 
then skimmed off and placed on a muslin filter to 
drain, afterward washed with a weak solution of 
sodium chloride, and then pressed. When all the 
salt solution had been removed and the mass was 
nearly dry, it was rubbed with a quantity of milk 
sugar and then thoroughly dried without heat, 
after which it was diluted with sugar of milk 
until five grains dissolved in one fluidrachm of 
water would emulsify to fluidrachms of cod liver 
oil; in other words, it is prepared in the same 
manner that pepsin and pancreatin are. Ptyalin 
is most beneficially employed in combination with 
pepsin and pancreatin as a promoter of digestion. 
The hurried manner in which nearly all Ameri- 
cans masticate their food interferes with the very 
first condition to healthy digestion. I have seen 
some severe cases of dyspepsia relieved with a 
few doses of the above combination. An elixir 
can be prepared from ptyalin in the same manner 


yas elixir of pepsin and elixir of pancreatin; and 





CF 
when cqual proportions of the three clixirs are 
mixed togetherand given in dessert-spoonful doses § 
immediately before cating, the happiest results | 
are obtained. 

Ptyalin is a substance of the nature of diastase, | 
both having the power of converting starchy | 
food into soluble glucose. Diastase acts like 
pancreatin and ptyalin when mixed with cod liver 
oil. If astrong infusion of malt is mixed with 
cod liver oil, an emulsion.is formed equal to the | 
one produced when pancreatin or ptyalin is used. | 

In order to test the virtue of ptyalin, its action 
on starch and albumen was tried, with the follow. | 
ing results: 

About a drachm of arrow-root was mixed with 
a small quantity of water, about a quarter of a | 
grain of ptyalin, freshly precipitated and without | 
any sugar of milk being added to it, was added to 
the starch and water, and kept at a temperature 
of 100° Fahr. for twenty-four hours. At the ex- 
piration of that time, the mixture was filtered and 
the filtrate tested for glucose by.Trommer’s test, | 
which gave the characteristics of that test, reduc- | 
ing the cupric solution. 

The action on albumen was next tried; ten 
grains of saccharated ptyalin was dissolved in one 
fluid-ounce of water, and ten drops of hydrochlo- 
ric acid and one hundred and twenty grains of 
coagulated albumen were added ; the mixture was 
kept at a temperature of 100° Fahr. for twelve 
hours, then filtered and the remaining albumen 
weighed. It was found that the ptyalin had dis- 
solved about twenty grains, thus showing its infe- 
riority to pepsin. 

When I first made ptyalin, I considered it only 
a curiosity, and kept it to show as such, but phy- 
sicians became interested in it and began to pre- | 
scribe it. There must certainly be some virtue 
in it. I first made one ounce, and the demand 
was so great that I had to make a larger quantity, 
which was soon exhausted, and another still 
larger lot was made, and the demand is still in- 
creasing. 

I do not suggest ptyalin as a substitute for pan- 
creatin, but to be used in combination with pan- | 
creatin and pepsin, as a promoter of digestion ; 
and the three combined I think are better than 
either of them used singly. 

CAMDEN, N. J., March 16th, 1874. 


THE MEDICAL TREATMENT OF 
CHILDREN. 


Accorp1nG to Dr. Eustace Smith, of London, | 
the alkalies are remedies of singular value in the | 
medical treatment of young children, In all | 
children, especially in infants, there is con- | 
stant tendency to an acid fermentation of their | 
food. This arises partly from the nature of their | 
diet, into which milk and farinaceous matters | 
enter so largely ; partly from the peculiar activ- | 
ity of their mucous glands, which pour out an 
alkaline secretion in such large quantities. An 
excess of farinacecous food, therefore, soon be- 
gins to ferment, and an acid is generated, which 
stimulates the mucous membrane to further 
secretion. In all chronic diseases, and in many 
of the acute disorders, this sour condition of the 
stomach and bowels is present. Alkalies are 
therefore useful—firstly, in neutralizing the acid 
products of this fermentation ; and, secondly, in 
checking the too abundant secretion from the 
mucous glands. <A few grains of soda or potash, 
given an hour or two after taking food, will 
quickly remedy this derangement and remove 
the distressing symptoms which arise from it. 
In the chronic diseases, indeed, attention to this 
point is of especial importance; for by placing ¢ 
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Established 1836.) 224 William Street, New-York. 


CAPSULES. 


Guaranteed Reliable. , 


Sandalwood Oil, also with 1-10 Cassia added. 
Copaiba, Copaiba and Cubebs, Cod Liver Oil. 
Phosphorated Oil, 1-10, 1-30, 1-60, 1-100, 1-240 grain each; Turpentine. 
Oil of Erigeron, Wormseed, Castor Oil (1-8 gr. Podophyllin). 
Xylol, Tar, Eucalyptus Globulus, 
And many other kinds; to which new articles are continually added. 
EMPTY CAPSULES (sizes). 


Especially adapted and recommended for the easy ne of concentrated or nauseous solid medical 
substances. 





For Sale by all Druggists. Samples on application. 


DIABETIC EF"LOUR. 








JOHN W. SHEDDEN & CO., Pharmacists, 
Broadway, cor. 34th St., and Bowery, cor. 4th St., New-York, 


Prepare a Flour of Bran for making Biscuit—a Food 
for the Diabetic and Dyspeptic. 


TEN POUND TIN CASES, $5.00. TWELVE OUNCE PACKETS, 50c. 


They also fill orders for new remedies, reliable chemical and pharmaceutical preparations, 
Surgical and Orthopadic Instruments, Trusses, Ear Trumpets, Laryngoscopes, etc., etc. 


A. A. CONSTANTINE’S 
Persian Healing or Pine Tar Soap. 


None pee unless stamped, “ A. A. CONSTANTINE’S PERSIAN HEALING OR PINE TAR SOAP, 
Patented March 12, 1867.” s 

To guard against fraud and deception, the portrait of A. A. CONSTANTINE and his fac-simile signature 
will appear on all our circulars and fancy boxes. 


It cures Itch, Salt Rneum, Frosted Feet, Burns, Pimples Fresh Cuts, 
or Wounds of all kinds, all Diseases of the Scakp and Skin, 
and, used in form of a Lotion, has proved an excel- 
lent Remedy in Bad Cases of Catarrly 








*‘ BROOKLYN City OnPHAN ASYLv™M, March 9, 1872. 

* A. A. ConSTANTINE: Sm: We have used your Persian Healing Pine Tar Soap in this Institution the 
ast three years with the most unqualifiedly good results. We do not now have one twentieth part the num- 
er of skin diseases which we formerly had, and infectious or contagious diseases are comparatively rare. 

I do not ascribe all these good results to simply the use of Tar Soap alone, but I do place the soap in high 
esteem as a healthful adjuvant to other treatment, and I recommend it generally for its good hygienic quali- 
ties. Respectfully, JOEL W. HYDE, M.D., Attending Physician.” 
“T have used your soap for Diseases of the Skin and Catarrh, and have found it superior to any remedial 
agent I have ever used. C. 8. GOODRICH, M.D., N. Y.” 
“T have used your soap in my practice, extensively, and it has proved the best Healing soap I ever used. 
It has no equal for washing the heads and skin of children. 
“TL. P. ALDRICH, M.D., 19 Harrison St., N. Y.” 
“T have used it in three cases of so-called Soldiers’ Itch; the scalp was so much discased as to resemble an 
carly stage of the ‘Scald Head.’ There were patches an inch or more in diameter, where the hair was 
already matted. The parts were washed with the soap twice a day, and the scalp was smooth and well ina 
few days. T. S. P. LORD, M.D., 101 Washington St., Chicago, Ill.” 
J. H. T. KING, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, England, writes: ‘‘It gives me pleasure in 
certifying to the good qualities of your soap. I prefer it to any other I have ever known.” 
“It accomplishes all it claims. R. HAMILTON, M.D., Saratoga, N. Y.” 
“It has cured several of my friends who have suffered many years with Piles, one case of ulceration of the 
neck of the womb, and many obstinate cutaneous diseases. : 
“Pp. F. PESCUD, M.D., Chemist, Raleigh, N. C.” 


FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS. ONE SPECIAL AGENT WANTED IN EACH TOWN, 
One dozen sent to any Physician on receipt of $2, free, or one cake on receipt of 25 cents. Address, 


A. A. CONSTANTINE & CO., 42 Cortlandt St., N. Y. 
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the stomach and bowels in a healthy state, and 
co) insuring a proper digestion of food, we put the 
child in a fair way of recovery, and prepare the 
way for the administration of tonic and strength- 
ening medicines, by which his restoration to 
health is to be brought about. 

In prescribing for infants, an aromatic should 
always be included in the mixture. The aroma- 
tics are useful, not only for their flavoring pro- 
perties, but also for their value in all those cases 
of abdominal derangement where flatulence, pain, 
and spasm, resulting from vitiated secretions 
and' undigested food, are present to increase the 
discomfort of the patient. Such dyspeptic phe- 
nomena are usually relieved rapidly by the use 
of these agents; and aniseed, cinnamon, cara- 
way-seed, or even tincture of capsicum in mi- 
nute doses, will be found important additions to 
the prescription in all cases where alkalies are re- 
quired. 

In prescribing for children, the proper dose of 
a medicine can not always be calculated according 
to the age of the child, and does not in all cases 
bear the same proportion to the quantity suitable 
for an adult. For certain drugs, children show a 
remarkable tolerance, while to the action of 
others they show as remarkable a susceptibility. 
Thus, opium, it is well known, acts upon a child 
more powerfully than would be expected, judg- 
ing from the mere difference of age. It should 
therefore be given to infants with a certain cau- 
tion, especially if the child be enfeebled by dis- 
ease. It is, however, a medicine which is of es- 
pecial value in the treatment of the diseases of 
infancy, and may be given without fear if care 
be taken not to repeat the dose too frequently. 
Belladonna, on the contrary, can be taken by 
children in large quantities. A child of two or 
three years will bear without inconvenience a 
dose which in an adult might produce very un- 
comfortable symptoms, it is important to re- 
member this in giving belladonna for its sedative 
effects, as in whooping-cough. Lobelia, again, 
isa remedy which is very well borne by chil- 
dren. Dr. Ringer has given it to ‘very young 
children,’ in doses of five minims every hour, 
and in no ease has he noticed any ill effects to 
follow its administration. Arsenic should be 
given to children over five years of age in the 
same dose as that used for adults, and infants a 
month or two old will take one drop of Fowler’s 
solution three times a day with great benefit in 
cases of gastric catarrh. “The influence of mer- 
cury upon young children deserves remark. It 
seldom in them produces stomatitis or saliva- 
tion; but an excess of the drug is not therefore 
harmless : its influence is seen in the irritation of 
the alimentary canal, which it so often excites, 
and in the profound anemia which it induces. 


PREPARATION OF PEPSIN. 


Dr. R. T. Epes, in the Boston Medical Journal 
for February, 1874, describes the results of a series 
of experiments on pepsin and its preparations, 
and comes to the conclusion that much of the 
dissatisfaction with pepsin, expressed by physi- 
cians, is due to the use of preparations which 
contain little or none of it; that wine of pepsin 
is feeble, but not necessarily inert ; that elixirs of 
pepsin and bismuth are humbugs, owing to the 
former being destroyed by alkali used in the 
manufacture; that pepsin is a ferment and nota 
chemical agent; that it should be administered 
with an acid and not combined with other drugs; 
that alcohol in large quantity retards its action, 
and that the amount of albumen which it dis- 
solves in a test-tube is no measure of its action 








EDITORIAL. 


IN again presenting the Monitor to the medi- 
cal public, we desire to say that we are very much 
gratified that this journal has been mct with such 
hearty approval by the profession, and we are also 
under deep obligations for the numerous ex- 
changes that have been sent to us, from whose 
pages we haye taken the liberty of quoting largely 
in this work. 

In this number will be found a full list of all 
the medical journals published in this country, 
so far as we have been enabled to obtain informa- 
tion on the subject, and we shall continue to 
publish the list and add every fresh acquisition to 
the spread of medical knowledge, together with 
every thing new and praiseworthy that may come 
under our notice from time to time, and it shall 
be our endeavor to make each succeeding number 
of the Monitor far superior to its predecessor. 

We would especially invite members of the 
profession to honor us with communications in 
the different branches of medical science that 
may come under their notice, that we may give to 
the world the fruit of the labors of our noble 
profession, and with their help we will undertake 
to present to it a journal second to none on this 
continent; it has already the largest circulation 
of any medical journal in the world. 

Exchanges, books for notice, communications, 
etc., must be sent to the Editor, care of the pub- 
lisher, W. A. Townsend, 177 Broadway, New-York. 


MEDICAL LITERATURE AGENCY. 


On the second page of the MonrtTor will be 
found the publisher’s announcement to buyers 
of medical books and periodicals at commuta- 
tion rates. It will be seen his superior facili- 
ties enable him to offer in his seale of prices spe- 
cial inducements, allowing a reduction, ranging 
from ten to twenty per cent, from the regular 
terms of the respective publishers, 


BRAITHWAITE’S RETROSPECT. 


Tus celebrated epitome of medical science, 
now republished over one-third of a century, 
still keeps up its unprecedented and constantly- 
increasing circulation, being five times that of 
any similar publication. 2ankin’s Abstract was 
started a few years after the RETROSPECT was 
commenced, to compete with it in England. 





6) as a medicine, 


Three unsuccessful efforts have been made to re- 
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SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 
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ELECTRO-MEDICAL APPARATUS, 


Manufactured b A. GAIFFE Paris. 


Constantly on hand, a full assortment of Instruments of our own and foreign manu- 
facture. New and practical inventions always in stock and imported 
from Europe. Instruments made to order. 


ELASTIC HOSE KNEE-CAPS AND ARDOMRES AL BELTS. 


oo 


MICROSCOPES 


A Good Assortment of well-known French and English Makers. 


AND 


APPLICATION * 


OF 


TRUSSES, Uterine and Abdominal Sup 


Improved Steam Atomizer.* porter Combined.* 





APPARATUS FOR BOW-LEGS, WEAK ANKLES, CLUB FEET, AND 
SPINAL DEFORMITIES, A SPECIALTY. 


W, K. Leacu, N. GREENE, M.D. 2 





* Circulars sent on application. 
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_—— 
publish the Abstract in this country, but as usual 
with such as copy others’ methods, the imitator 
of Dr. Braithwaite’s original plan utterly failed, 
and finally its editor announced its sad obituary 
with last January’s issue. Dr. Rankin, while | 
giving notice of its discontinuance, remarks 
with evident poignant disappointment, ‘‘ there 
appears to be little need of half-yearly retro- 
spects in this country ;’’? but we are enabled to 
state, by the following extract from a recent 
communication from Dr. Braithwaite to his | 
American publisher, that his Retrospect still con- | 
tinues its original popularity in England : 

“Tam glad to say my work keeps up its pop- 
ularity in Great Britain, notwithstanding formi- 
dable competition. Having been above forty- 
three years working at bedside practice, it may 
be that I know what is really wanted and what 
is not wanted to be known, and am able to select 
such matter as is most wanted by busy practi- 
tioners; this may be the seeret of my success.”’ 

And in a later communication, the originator 
of the Half- Yearly Retrospect, when noticing the 
above misstatement, calmly observes: ‘The 
other abstract, edited by Dr. Rankin, never did 
interfere with my work.’”’ 

For full particulars of this popular compendi- 
um of practical medicine and surgery, we would 
refer those interested to the third cover-page of 
this journal, 


DIGERENTIA. 


WE are glad to be able to state that this, of all 
agents the most valuable for the cure of dyspep- 
sia, is soon to be manufactured on a large scale. 

The character of the formula inspired the pro- 
fession with the utmost confidence in the virtue 
of the remedy, and so far as known, it has not 
disappointed the anticipated results in its use. 
The consequence has been that the demand was 
far greater than the means of supplying the arti- 
cle, and very many have been disappointed in 
obtaining it as readily as was desired ; this diffi- 
culty, however, no longer exists; we are autho- 
rized to say that all orders for Digerentia address- 
ed to Townsend & Co., 177 Broadway, in a short 
time will meet with prompt attention. 





THE PHYSICIAN'S ADJUSTING CHAIR. | 


WE would especially recommend this important 
invention to the consideration of the medical pro- 
fession. This admirable iron chair can be adjusted 
into thirty distinct positions, and when its utility 
is realized, it will be found a necessary piece of 
furniture in the office of every practitioner and 
surgeon, as well as a great boon to the invalid. 
Leading industrial institutions have awarded di- 
plomas, and distinguished physicians have given 
approving commendations of its superior value. 
For further information and illustrations, see out- 
side cover-page of this journal. 


CUTLER’S POCKET INHALER.’ 


Tuis inhaler has become quite popular with 
those who have used it. It introduces a new 
principle, admitting a detinite supply of air, and 
the use of the most concentrated volatile fluids. 
It can be carried about the person as handily 
as a pencil-case. An engraved illustration will 





be found on page 9, of this journal.; 


THE PHYSICIAN’S HAND-BOOK. 


AmonG the standard works of its kind, none 
have obtained a more favorable and substantial 
position in the profession. 

It has reached its eighteenth year of publica. | 
tion, and therefore has become a fixed institution. 
That it is appreciated, the annual increase of sub- | 
scriptions abundantly testities. It is too well 
known to require encomiums or extended com- 
ments from our pen. For further information, 
see 2d page of cover. 


SOAP FOR MEDICINAL USES. 


ATTENTION is directed to the interesting article 
by Prof. W. A. Wetherbee, from the Journal of 
Applied Chemistry, on the use of soap for medi- 
cinal purposes, inserted in the advertisement of 
D. F. Packer & Co., on page 7 of this journal. 
Dr. Wetherbee remarks : ‘‘ Purified pine-tar soap 
is growing into favor with physicians in all the 
various skin diseases to which tar was formerly 
applied, hence this medicated soap has become 
popular.” 


NEW METHOD OF CURING RUPTURE. 


THE Elastic Truss, manufactured by the Elastic 
Truss Company, No. 683 Broadway, New-York 
City, is superseding the various metal trusses 
heretofore used. The pressure of this admirable 
Truss is very slight and equally distributed | 
around the whole body, so as to be quite im- 
perceptible; holds rupture at all times; never can 
be displaced by the hardest exercise or strain. | 
It has been patronized by the Surgeon-General | 
when needed for ruptured soldiers in the army. 
Numerous bogus elastic trusses, so-called, are sold 
in various parts of the country. Physicians, 
when ordering, should be careful to designate the 
only reliable Elastic Truss made exclusively by | 
the above company. For full particulars, see 
advertisement on page 13 of this issue of the | 
MONITOR, 
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EUCALYPTUS AS AN ANTI-MIASMATIC. 


Ir the statements made in the journals and 
newspapers of America and Europe, in regard to 
the influence of the eucalyptus in preventing 
malarious disease, are to be relied on, there is no 
longer any occasion for the human family to be 
afflicted with diseases of that character. An ex- 
cellent opportunity of putting the question to 
the test is afforded in California, where there are 
many districts esteemed malarious, which are re- 
markably well adapted to the growth of the tree. 
Indeed, there is scarcely a locality on this coast 
where the tree would not grow. It is easily 
cultivated and its growth is remarkably rapid. 
The trees which have been planted about the 
dwellings, amid the ancient oaks of Oakland and 
Alameda, and which are only six or seven years 
old, already tower up above the surrounding 
forest, and at a distance look like so many lofty 
steeples, Apart from sanitary considerations, ¢ 
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Reports of the Experience and Opinions of Medical Men on the value of the Pancreatic. 
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pAVORY & MOORE'S 
PANCREATINE 


PANCREATIC EMULSION, 


THE ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE, 


Prepared under the Direction of the Physician who introduced them as REME- 
DIES for CONSUMPTION, INDIGESTION, and WASTING 
DISEASES. 


IMPORTANT CAUTION. 


IMITATIONS of these Preparations are calculated to mislead 
the Public and produce serious disappointment, being nauseous to the taste, 
rapidly turning rancid, and entirely destitute of the Pancreatic Principles. 

Whereas the Genuine Emulsion and Pancreatine are rich in 
Pancreatic Juice, pleasant to the taste, and keep perfectly good. 

The Celebrity of the Pancreatic Preparations, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
and the urgent nature of the Maladies in which they are employed afford the 
strongest arguments in favour of the Genuine and against the use of the spurious 
compounds, 

‘The FORMULA for preparing PANCREATIC EMULSION and PANCREA- 
TINE which was perfected by Messrs. Savory & Moorr, is KNOWN ONLY 
TO THEM, and it has hitherto baffled all the attempts that have been made in 
England and America to make preparations possessing similar properties and 
characteristics. 


























THE 


BEST FOOD FOR INFANTS. 


H. INCE ALBERT VICTOR 
THRIV ES se WELL t Pox THE FOOD YOU HAVE PREPARED 
THAT IT MUST BE VERY GOOD.’—T. M. KENDALL, Medical 
Attendant, Sandringham. 


“IT RESEMBLES MOTHER’S MILK AS CLOSE- 
LY AS POSSIBLE” AND IS THE BEST KIND OF LIEBIG'S 
FOOD.—Dr. BARKER, on Right Foods for Infants. 


THE YOUNG PRINCE THRIVES UPON IT AS 
A PRIN CE SHOULD.”—Dr. RICHARDSON. 


Abounding in FLESH-FORMING and BoNE-FORMING substances; this Foon per- 
fectly fulfils its object, whereas other so-called Foods, being entirely devoid of 
nourishing properties, induce a rickety and idiotic condition. It is also carefully 
freed from the ground husks of the wheat, which cause irritation of the bowels, 
diarrheea, etc. Prepared by SAVORY & MOORE, Chemists to the Queen, H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales, etc., New Bond Street, London. 


Sold by Chemists and Storekeepers throughout America. 
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there are many inducements — the eucalyp- 
the Pacific slope. 
Not to mention,the relief they would afford to 
the eye of the beholder, they would give shelter 
to cattle, protect the earth from the parching 
sun, supply a source of lumber and fuel, and 
possibly modify the climate, and invite rain to 
some valleys now almost uninhabitab.e for want 

of it. 


PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA IN MASTITIS. 


Dr. T. Curtis Sm1tH, of Ohio (Detroit Review 
of Medicine) extols this agent in the treatment of 
mastitis. One of his cases is thus stated: 

“ After several days of fruitless efforts to abate 
the threatening suppurative process, I placed her 
on fifteen-drop doses of a saturated tincture of 
the root of phytolacca decandra, every four hours, 
and applied the same freely over the glands, all 
other treatment for this purpose being withdrawn. 
Contrary to my expectations, the inflammation 
began to abate in twenty-four hours, and in three 
days the glands were soft.throughout, and the 
lacteal secretion completely dried up.” 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF THE Com- 
POUNDS OF BROMINE, by Dr. E. Steinauer, Berlin 
(Vol. 59, 1 Dee. 1873). As there had been in the 


last decade a controversy about the action of the the patients had been ill four months previous to 


compounds of bromine, Dr. 8. entered into the 
matter thoroughly and experimented with dif- 
ferent salts of bromine. The results of his in- 
vestigations are the following: 

I. Bromine manifests a decided action upon the 
animal organism only in those compounds which 
are easily decomposed, with the separation either 
of free bromine or hydrogen bromide. 

Such compounds (per instance, Monobrom 
acetic acid) cause: 

1. In cold-blooded animals. 

(a) A paralysis of the heart muscles and the ex- 
cito-motor centre of heart nerves. 

(b) A depression of the irritability of the spinal 
ganglia and the peripheral nerves and muscles, 

2. In warm-blooded animals the symptoms are 
in general the same as in cold-blooded animals. 
Death is caused by paralysis of the heart, especi- 
ally of the heart-muscle. 

II. Those compounds of bromine (potassium 
bromide and monobromated benzol) which are 
not apt to lose the component bromine manifest 
a peculiar action. The substituted bromine atom 
alters the action in the organism, which the 
analogous compounds—destitute of bromine— 
would undergo. Besides it modifies the action of 
the other component. 


ACONITE IN Heapacue.—Dr. Fothergill 
(British Medical Journal, January 10, 1874) recom- 
mends the use of aconite in congestive headaches, 
attended with great cotemporary coldness of the 
hands and feet. The remedy dilates the periphe- 
ral blood-vessels, and so relieves the congested 
cerebral vessels. 


Two new medical journals have made their ap- 
pearance since our last issue: The Missouri Clini- 
cal Record, published at St. Louis, W. A. Hard- 
way, M.D., Editor; and the Virginia Medical 
Monthly, published and edited by Landon B. Ed- 
wards, M.D., of Richmond, Va. Both journals 
present an unusually good appearance for new en- 
S) terprises of this character. 








FISSURES IN ANO TREATED WITH 
IODOFORM. 


Dr. FRANCESCO PARONA (Giornale Italiano 
delle Mal. Ven, e della Pelle, October) gives his 
experience of jodoform in fissures of the anus, 
and strongly recommends it. He believes it acts 
in great measure as a local anesthetic, ‘‘ which 
allays the spasm of the sphincter during defzca- 
tion, while it favors cicatrisation by neutralizing 
the irritating effects of fecal matters which may 
remain On the ulcerated surface.” It has also a 
direct healing action. Dr. Parona uses the iodo- 
form as an ointment (one part to three of lard), 
and applies it on a small cylinder of charpie, of a 
size requiring but little force for its introduction. 
The charpie has the advantage that its filaments 
adapt themselves readily to the slight irregulari- 
ties of the anal mucous membrane. The dress- 
ing is changed twice a day, and replaced after 
each motion, and in the majority of cases the pain 
and spasm caused by the fissure cease ina few 
days, and the patient is well in a relatively short 
time. Of four cases, of which details are given, 
the longest time was twenty days, while one of 


the treatment.—Medical Times and Gazette. 


HOW TO CHECK COUGHS. 


Dr. BROWN-SEQUARD, in his late Boston lec- 
tures, says that there are many facts which show 
that morbid phenomena of respiration can always 
be stopped by the influence of arrest. Coughing, | 
for instance, can be stopped by pressing on the | 
nerves of the lip in the neighborhood of the nose. 
A pressure there may prevent a cough when it is | 
beginning. Sneezing may be stopped by the | 
same mechanism. Pressing in the neighborhood | 
of the ear, right in front of the ear, may stop 
coughing. It is also preventive of hiccough, but | 
much less so than of sneezing or coughing. 
Pressing very hard on the top of the mouth in- 
side is also ameans of stopping coughing. And 
he adds that the will has immense power there. 
There was a French nurse who used to say, ‘‘ The 
first patient who coughs here will be deprived of 
his food to-day.’’ It was exceedingly rare that a 
patient coughed then.—Canada Medical Record. 





SUCCESSFUL CASE OF IMMEDIATE 
TRANSFUSION. 


Dr. AVELING, of London, records a case in 
which sharp hemorrhage occurred after delivery, 
in asmall, fairlady, aged twenty-one. Mr. Webb, 
of Maida Vale, who was in attendance, sent for 
ce, gave ergot and brandy freely, and, grasping 
the uterus, excited it to action: The hemor- 
rhage continuing, he found it necessary to detach 
the remaining half of the placenta, which was 
unusually adherent to what felt like the partially 
inverted fundus of the uterus. This he endea- 
vored to replace, but without success, as he was 
obliged to cease his efforts at the time lest he 
should entirely extinguish life. Blood continued 
to flow freely, and the patient became rapidly 
exhausted and faint, and no pulse could be felt 
at thewrist. Dr. Aveling was sent for, and found Q 
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Medical and Scientific Boeks Published by 


W. A. TOWNSEND, 177 Broadway, New York. 





HYSTERIA.—Remote causes of Diseases in general. 
Treatment of Disease by Tonic Agency. Local 
or Surgical Forms of Hysteria, etc. Six Lectures 
delivered to the students of St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, 1866. Setond American Edition. By 
F. C. SKEY, F. R. 8. 

The well-known ability and experience of the 
distinguished author of this work will insure for it 
the respectful consideration of the Medical Pro- 
fession. It is truly admirable, both in form and 
substance, and will doubtless accomplish much 
good through those who follow its progressive 
and scientific teachings. Sent free by mail on re- 
ceipt of price...... wcccccccccccccccccccece Gl e00 


ON CHRONIC ALCOHOLIC INTOXICATION.—With 
an Inquiry into the Influence of the Abuse of 
Alcohol, as a predisposing cause of Disease. By 
W. Marcet, M. D., F. R. 8., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, etc., etc. Cloth.....$1.75 


LIGHT: ITS INFLUENCE ON LIFE AND HEALTH. 
By FORBES WINSLOW, M. D., ete. This impor- 
tant work is written in the most simple and per- 
spicuous manner, and is one of those contributions 
to science which all can understand and appre- 
ciate. It is, indeed, a charming treatise on a sub- 
ject of vital interest. Cloth....s.sesseees $1.75 


PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY OF THE FEMALE SEX- 
ual Organs. By Professor JULIUS KLOB, of Vien- 
na. Translated by Drs. J. KAMMERER and B. F. 
Dawson. First Volume, containing the Diseases 
ofthe Uterus. Cloth 50 


MAN: WHERE, WHENCE, AND WHITHER ?—Be- 
ing a Glance at Man in his Natural History Rela- 
tions. By Davip Pace, LL. D., F. R. 8. E., 
F, G. S., author of ‘‘ Past and Present Life of the 
Globe,” ‘‘ Philosophy of Geology,” ‘Geology for 
General Readers,” etc. Tinted paper. 12mo. 200 
pages. Extra Cloth. Price.........+0+.--€1.50 


SCANZONI’S PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DIS- 
eases of the Sexual Organs of Women. Trans- 
lated from the French of Drs. H. DoR and A. So- 
CIN, and annotated with the approval ofthe author. 
By A.K. GARDNER, A.M., M.D. One vol. 800 
Pages. Pricesccs.cccccccccccrcsccccccccseGo+00 


TYLER SMITH’S OBSTETRICS. A course of 
Lectures. By Wittram Ty.er, M.D., Physi- 
cian, Accoucheur, and Lecturer on Midwifery 
and the Diseases of Females, in St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, Medical School, etc., etc. With numer- 
ous Illustrations. Edited by A. K. GARDNER, 
M.D.,. Fellow of the New-York Academy of 
Medicine, etc., etc. In one volume, oe 00 
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LESSONS IN PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS. By ALFRED 
C. Loomis, M. D., Professor of the Institutes and 
Practice of Medicine in the Medical Department 
of the University of New York; Physician to 
Bellevue and Charity Hospitals, &c. One vol. 
8vo. 160 pages. Cloth. Price..... ecee 


VIRCHOW’S CELLULAR PATHOLOGY. As based 
upon Physiological and Pathological Histology. 
Translated from the second edition of the original. 
By FRANK CHANCE, B. A., M. A. Illustrated by 
144 Engravings. One vol. Price-.+ees....$).00 





MAN AND HIS RELATIONS.—Mlustrating the In- 
fluence of the Mind on the Body ; the Relations of 
the Faculties to the Organs, and to the Elements, 
Objects, and Phenomena of the External World. 
By Prof. 8. B. BRITTAN, M. D. 

Although treating of the profoundest of subjects, 
it is written in an elegant and attractive style, 
clear and logical Printed on fine tinted paper. 
One vol., 8vo. Fourth Edition ....... 24.00 


PRACTICAL HOUSEKEEPER.—A Cyclopedia of Do- 
mestic Economy. Revised edition, with a new 
preface, comprising 5,000 Receipts and Maxims. 
Illustrated by 500 Wood Engravings. Edited by 
Mrs. E. F. ELLETT, authoress of ‘‘ Women of the 
Revolution,’’ etc. 

The original Receipts and Directions contained 
in this valuable work have been furnished to the 
come and practical Editress by American house- 

eepers of long experience and tried skill. One 
vol., 8vo., fine toned paper, cloth, extra....$4.00 


PHYSICIAN’S HAND BOOK. Eightcenth Year of 
Publication. New improved edition for 1874, con- 
taining all the new remedial agents. By WIL- 
LIAM ELMER, M.D. Bound in English morocco, 
gilt edges, pocket-book form. 

This new edition of the ‘‘ Hand Book” has been 
completely re-written and re-stereoty ped through- 
out. Many valuable improvements and new fea- 
tures have been introduced, and corrections made. 
Price, postage free, $1.75; without printed mat- 
ter, $1.50. 


THE DARTHROUS DIATHESIS, OR ECZEMA AND 
its Allied Affections. By A. HARDY, M. D., Phy- 
sician to the St. Louis Hospital, Paris. Translated 
by HENRY G. PIFFARD, M. D., late House Sur- 
geon, Bellevue Hospital; Physician to the Skin 
Department, Out-door Bureau, Bellevue Hospi- 
tal; Assistant to Chair of Theory and Practice, 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College. Cloth..$1.25 


A RATIONAL TREATISE ON THE TRUNKAL MUS- 
cles. Elucidating the Mechanical Cause of Chron- 
ic, Spinal, Pelvic, Abdominal, and Thoracic A ffec- 
tions, and of Bronchial and other derangements 
incident to the Clerical, Legal, and Musical Pro- 
fessions, with the rationale of their cure by me- 
chanical support. By E. T. BANNING, M. D. 
Price $4.00 


WOMAN’S COMPLETE GUIDE TO HEALTH.—Doc- 
trine of the Nature, Diseases, &c., of Women. 
Chlorosis, Hysteria, Amenorrhea, Diseases of the 
Womb, &c., &c. By M.E, Drrtx, M.D., Author 
of Uterine Pathology. Price $2.00 


GARDNER ON STERILITY. ITS CAUSES AND CU- 
rative Treatment. Witha Preliminary Statement 
of the Physiology of Generation. With numerous 
colored Illustrations. By A. K. GARDNER, M. D. 
One Vol. Price....-scececece ee 00 


A MANUAL OF THE DISSECTION OF THE HUMAN 
Body. By LUTHER HOLDEN, F. R.C.8., Assist- 
ant Surgeon of and Lecturer on Anatomy at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. With Notes 
and Additions by ERSKINE MASON, M. D., De- 
monstrator of Anatomy at the College of Physi. 
cians and Surgeons. Illustrated. 600 pages- 
Cloth. Price 


cores 


Ee Copies of the above Books seni, posiage paid, on receipi of price. 
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SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL LITERATURE. 


The undersigned has organized A DEPARTMENT OF STANDARD WORKS in connection with 
his publishing business, and is prepared to supply orders by mail or express, at the lowest possible prices, 
for all works of a standard character in every department of SCIENCE, MEDICINE, SURGERY, and 


NATURAL HISTORY. 


He will pay special attention to this branch of 
orders shall be executed as promptly and as reasonably as through apy other house. 
nish the publications of all the leading houses on the most liberal terms. Address 


W. A. TOWNSEND, Publisher, 177 Broadway, N. Y 


given and Catalogues furnished, free of postage, on application. 


the business. and engage that 
He will also fur- 


P, O. Box 5108. 
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feet, and without pulse in the radial and temporal 
arteries. The heart’s action was weak, and grow- 
ing perceptibly more feeble. It was cvident 
there was no time to be lost. <A fold of skin at 
the bend of the arm of the patient was raised, 
transfixed, and divided, when a large, flattened 
blue vein became visible. This was opened, and 
the afferent tube, with some difficulty, on account 
of the insuflicient light of two candles, was ad- 
justed. The arm of a coachman in the employ 
of the family was next prepared as in ordinary 
bleeding, and an incision made directly into the 
vein sufficiently large to admit the afferent tube. 
The man was then seated in a chair beside the bed, 
and the india-rubber portion of the apparatus 
filled with water having been attached to the 
tube, the process of transfusion commenced. 
After a few drachms had been transmitted, Dr. 
Meadows, who took charge of the afferent tube, 
thought he felt the skin rising near the incision, 
and suggested that the tube was not in the vein, 
but in the cellular tissue beside it. This proved 
to be true, and the tube had to be taken out and 
inserted into the vein. Its collapsed condition, 
and the want of light, made this no casy task, 
but it was at length effected, and the transfusion 
then went on steadily and easily until more than 
sixty drachms of blood had been injected. As 
the operation proceeded the pulse at the wrist 
became perceptible, the lips less blanched, and 
warmth returned to the hands. The patient also 
became conscious for a short time, and said she 
was “dying.” The mental improvement was 
comparatively slow, perhaps owing to the quan- 
tity of brandy she had taken. In a few hours, 
however, she became quite conscious, spoke, took 
nourishment, and began her fresh lease of life. 
The wound in her arm heeled by first intention, 
but it opened again a few days after, to allow 
some pus to escape, the result of the accident 
above alluded to. When the patient was suffi- 
ciently recovered, she was placed under the influ- 
ence of chloroform, and the uterus, which had 
become completely inverted, was returned to its 
natural position. After this operation, rapid re- 
covery ensued, and the patient is now quite well, 
The apparatus employed consists of a small affe- 
rent tube, fitted into the vein of the patient. 
There is besides an intermediate piece consisting 
of an oval clastic bag with a piece of elastic 
tubing attached to each end, the ends of the 
tubes being fitted with stop-cocks. In the opera- 
tion, the bag is filled with water, and the afferent 
cock being open, the water is squeezed into the 
patient’s vein. The afferent cock is closed, and 
the afferent cock opened, when the expansion of 
the bag draws the blood from the blood-donor, 
which is again propelled into the vein of the pa- 
tient by the compression of the bag, and so on, 
the known capacity of the bag permitting the 
—" quantity injected to be accurately esti- 
mated. 


THE BRAIN POWER OF MAN. 
HAS NE TWO BRAINS? OR HAS HE ONLY ONE? 
A LECTURE BY DR. BROWN-SEQUARD. 


Dr. SEQUARD commenced by saying that his 
view, he hoped, being somewhat novel, would 
command attention. The facts he would dwell 
upon were new, probably would not be generally 
accepted, and perhaps would not be easily under- 
stood by those not familiar with medicine. 

Have we two brains ? and, if so, why not edu. 
eate both? The views of science upon this sub- 


2) ject were different from his. The left side of the 
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body was the side affording volition to the brain, 
and, vice versa, the right side of the brain afford- 
ed volition to the body. Eminent authorities 
had declared that cither side of the brain was 
competent for this purpose. 

But we use only one side, and, therefore, leave 
out of account one half of brain matter. We owe 
due education to both sides of the brain, or 
rather to the two brains. 

As to intelligence, the eminent authorities he 
had cited established the fact that either side of 
the brain was competent for full development of 
the brain faculties. There were many persons of 
two minds, because they were never able to make 
up their minds. Some men claimed to be ra- 
tional while they were insane. There were many 
cases that showed clearly that there were two 
brains. He had known a boy in London that 
manifestly had two brains, whose peculiarities he 
described. He would fail into a comatose state, 
and suddenly open his eyes brightly, inquiring 
of his mother why he was not introduced to the 
gentleman who was present while he was asleep. 
Again, the lecturer saw him when the boy recog- 
nized him. He had two mental lives. He knew 
nothing of what occurred in his sleeping con- 
dition, when fully awake; and when in the 
latter condition, he knew what had occurred when 
in the former, The lecturer had seen three cases 
of this kind. 

As regards faculty of speech, the fact that we 
had two brains was not so easily proved. The 
loss of the faculty of expression depends upon 
disease of the left side of the brain; and this 
proves that the right side is distinct. 

As regards sight, a theory has been put forth 
by a celebrated physician of London that the 
right side of the base of the brain is the centre of 
sight. The inner half of the right eye and the 
outer half of the left eye have the base of the 
brain as the centre, A disease in the left side of 
the brain, where the optic nerve touches, would 
therefore affect only one half of the brain. Nota- 
ble cases were given in which parties had seen 
but one half of certain objects that they gazed 
upon. If the disease exists only in the left side 
of the base of the brain, only one half of the eye 
will be affected. So there are many cases that go 
to sustain the philosophers. -But we do not ac- 
cept conclusions unless theory is thoroughly 
— 

here were three series of tact but one would 
be enough to show that the theory should be re- 
jected. Disease of the brain, where the optic 
nerve touches, would not be sufficient to cause 
loss of sight. One side of the brain would be 
sufficient to sustain sight. An alteration in any 
portion of the nervous system, acting upon other 
parts, can produce disease in that part. Injury 
to the spinal cord would produce loss of sight on 
either side. There was nothing more common 
than the loss of sight temporarily in children 
who suffered from worms in the stomach. An 
injury in one half of the brain can exist without 
producing loss of sight. Either half of the brain 
may, therefore, serve to sustain sight. 

As to the voluntary movements, these depended 
upon the action of the body. Yet there were 
many small muscles which were not affected in 
cases of paralysis. There were cases on record 
in which it was shown that the lower lobe of the 
brain could be destroyed without affecting these 
voluntary movements. There were several such 
cases. We must, therefore, look on one half of 
the brain as being sufficient to sustain voluntary 
movements on both sides of the body. An irri- 
tation in any part of the brain may affect any 
part of the body, and an irritation in any part of 
the body can produce paralysis in another part. 
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The irritation could also act upon remote parts, | right-handed, and with the right side in those 
This shows that the power cf will does not con-j| that were left-handed. The second point was (5 
trol the entire action of the body. When para-| that children who were first learning to talk, if ) 





lysis occurs, it depends upon irritation, 

The same reasoning applies to sensation. 
There were thousands of cases affecting the brain 
that did not affect the feeling. Passing these 
facts in review, we find vast differences owing to 
the fact that one half of the brain was developed 
for certain things and the other half for other 
things. To the left side of the brain belonged 
the faculty of expressing ourselves by speech. 
Articulation depended in great measure upon the 
left side of the brain. Difficulties in the me- 
chanical point of speech were more frequently 
found when the left side of the brain was dis- 
cased, It was the mental part that was lost, and 
not the mere mechanical action. The left side of 


the brain was also the motive power of gesture, | 


When the left side was diseased, patients lost the 
power of gesticulation. 

As regards writing, it was lost more frequently 
in diseases of the left side of the brain. The 
right arm was paralyzed by diseases of this side. 
Many thus diseased could not write from mem- 
ory, although they could use their fingers and 
copy. In those cases, it sometimes occurs that 
persons could not write at all. 

Intelligence depends more upon the healthful- 
ness of the left side than of the right side of the 
brain. The right side of the brain in some cases 
has the power of the left, if properly developed. 
This serves to hysterical developments and to nu- 
trition of the body. One, the left, applies to 
mental, the other to the natural life. 

The right side of the brain operates upon the 
limbs in cases of paralysis and other diseases ; 
also upon disturbances in the lungs, liver, and 
other parts. Hysterical and emotional symptoms 
are more common in cases of disease of the right 
side of the brain, Out of 120 cases of paralysis 
that came under the lecturer’s observation, there 
were 96 caused by disease of the right side. An 
alteration of the retina of the eye will come more 
frequently from diseases of this side of the brain. 
Out of 69 cases of convulsions of the eyes, 47 
were due to diseases of the right side. Death oe- 
curs much more frequently by diseases of the 
right side of the brain, and in case where patients 
do not die, it will produce more extensive and en- 
during paralysis. 

All this shows not thai the two sides of the 
brain differed originally, but that there were dif- 
ferent developments of each. The left side of 
the brain was much larger than the rightside. If 
a person went frequently to the same hatter, he 
would find that his hat had to be from time to 
time enlarged. There was no question that the 
brain grew. By studying a particular subject, the 
person became proficient, and the brain was more 
fully developed. 

There was no doubt that the left side of the 
brain predominated in our system. Our being 
right-handed showed it. There was no popula- 
tion in the world that was not right-handed. The 
right hand of the body was mostly used. Left- 
handed individuals used the right side of the 
brain, showing the connection between these 
things. 

There was primitively a difference between the 
two brains. In children, convulsions were sooner 
developed in the left than in the right side of the 
brain. This was attributable to excess of blood 
in the left side. Parrots roosted on the right 
legs, and their talking power came from the left 
side of the head. 

There were four vital points to be considered, 
The tirst was that asphyxia was connected with 


disease came in the left side of the brain, learned | 
to talk just as well with the right side of the | 
brain, Though losing half of the brain, they got 

along just as well. | 

This proved that the right side could be edu- | 
cated, with the left hand for execution. The | 
| third point was, that four out of every hundred | 
| left-handed persons learned to write with the 
left hand ; therefore the left side of the brain, 
| even with persons left-handed, could be educated 
| better than the right side. The fourth point was 
| that the leg was rarely so much affected by para- 
| lysis as the arm. He, however, would pass over | 
{ this argument, as it could only be understood by 
| medical men. 

If the lecturer had established that we had two 
| brains, then they should be developed. If we 
| could develop the legs and the arms of both sides, 
we could develop both sides of the brain. If we 
gave as much attention to the left side of the body 
as we do to the right side,we would fully develop 
our two brains. The important point, therefore, 
; would be to make children use both sides of the 
| body—alternately using the right and left arm 
| and the right and left leg equally. There would 
be no difficulty in thus training children to full 
development. 

Eyen adults who had lost speech by disease of , | 
the left side of the brain, could regain the power | 
by cultivating the right side. In gesture, persons 
who had lost the use of the right arm could be 
trained to use the left. If children were thus 
trained, we would have a sturdier and healthier 
race, both mentally and physically, —“Vational Le- 
publican. 


| 


DEATH IN THE MILK-PAIL. 


Not long since, Professor Low, of Cornell Uni- 
versity, observed a peculiarity in the cream from 
the milk furnished by the milkman, It appeared 
to be ropy, and on subjecting it to an examina. 
tion under a powerful microscope, it was found 
to contain a large number of living organisms in 
different stages of growth. Pushing his investi- 
gations further, the professor called upon the 
milkman to inquire concerning the management 
and keep of his cows, and the manner in which 
the milk was cared for. He found, on looking 
over the premises, that the cows, for want of 
good, clean water—the season being unusually 
dry—were forced to slake their thirst at a stug- 
nant pool located in a muddy swale. Taking 
specimens of this water, and examining it under 
the microscope, the same class of organism was 
found as those in the milk. It was now pretty 
evident where the cause of the trouble lay; but 
to make the matter more clear, specimens of blood 
were taken from the cows and examined under 
the microscope, when these also were found to 
contain the same class of organisms. The ani- 
mals, on applying thermometer tests for deter- 
mining health or disease, were found to be hot 
and feverish ; thus showing that those living or- 
ganisms, introduced through the medium of the 
filthy water, aid taken into the circulation by the 
power of reproduction and multiplication in the 
blood, became the source of disease. Investiga- 
ting still further, a particle of the filthy water 
was introduced into milk free from such organ- 
isms, and known from tests to be in good order ; 
and in a short time the same filthy organisms 
multiplied and took possession in vast numbers, 
producing the same character of milk as that first 
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were made, but all similar in results to those we 
have described. 

These facts are of very great importance to 
dairymen; and although it was known that the 
milk from cows drinking the putrid or foul water 
of sloughs and mud-holes had caused inuch trou- 
ble at cheese-factories, still dairymen hardly ap- 
preciated the full extent of the trouble, or were 
aware of the precise nature of the injury caused 
by such water. If the lives of these foul organ- 
isms are not destroyed when taken up by the 
cows in their drink, but pass into the circulation, 
tainting the blood, entering the secretion, and cs- 
tablishing their filthy abode in the milk—there to 
increase and multiply in vast numbers, causing 
the milk to be a mass of filth, then it is reasona- 
ble enough to suppose that persons partaking of 
this milk, even when freshly drawn, are liable to 
have their blood inoculated, and thereby contract 
disease. Who can say that malignant fevers and 
fatal epidemics do not often originate from these 
sources? The facts brought out in these inves- 
tigations would seem to warrant the supposition. 
At any rate, they are of a character sufficiently 
startling, and should have the attention of those 
who have the care of milk stock, and who are in 
the habit of using milk freely. They prove that, 
at least, good, clean water is a prerequisite for 
the cow to yield good, healthy milk, and that 
there is more danger in allowing stock to slake 
their thirst in foul, stagnant pools thanhas com- 
monly becn supposed.—Aural New - Yorker. 


DO THE WHITE RACES DETERIO- 
RATE ON AMERICAN SOIL? 


A Paper read before the Logan Co, Medical Society, 
by T. L. Wricut, M.D. 

We have a thousand or more suicides every 
year, and as many others drop dead from heart 
disease. Rum and tobacco are held responsible 
for much of this destruction of life. Whence 
comes the cause of this wide-spread disease of 
insanity, tilling the asylums to overflowing, fill- 
ing also the county infirmaries, and still not the 
half of the unfortunates cared for? Perhaps it 
may be owing, in part, to the exciting nature of 
our political institutions, constant political agita- 
tion being: inevitable. Perhaps, too, it may be 
promoted by the release of man from the con- 
trolling authority of a priestly interpretation of 
religious dogmas and the consequent religious 
excitement connected with varied and_ diverse 
sentiments on the subject of religion. Possibly 
it is in part due to the habit of encouraging the 
young to “aim high,”’ aim above their capacity, 
invariably bringing disappointment to deeply 
cherished hopes. Why, moreover, do the young 
men and women of the rising generation fice 
from labor or waste their time in half-idle clerk- 
ships, or in roaming the country as ‘“‘ commercial 
travelers,” without a single aspiration for inde- 
pendent usefulness? Who can picture the dis- 
tress of parents, disappointed and heart-broken 
through the inefficiency of the children they 
once fondly hoped to see eminent, honorable, 
and useful, when they at Jast behold those chil- 
dren feebly shrinking from the least of life’s 
responsibilities, yet surely, and with alacrity, 
secking the companionship of sots and vaga- 
bonds? Have these things any connection with 
our system of confining our children, from in- 
fancy until maturity, in close and unhealthy 
school-rooms, and in bodily positions such as 
render a free circulation of the blood impossible ? 
Do the straining of the mental facultics and the 
wearing of the nervous system then and there 
Y have any thing to do toward an irretrievable ener- 


| 
vation of the physical structure? Possibly these 
causes are, all of them, conducive to the efforts Ne 
that have been enumerated. But there is a basis 
upon which this whole superstructure of eyi] 
reposes that has not yet been alluded to. The 
statistics of our town (containing between three 
and four thousand inhabitants) show about forty | 
American families that do not produce any chil- | 
dren. A larger number of families, of many | 
years’ standing, have never produced over two 
children, many of them only one child. When 
the difficulty of child-bearing is so great, we | 
would expect to find the actual production sig- 
nally defective in vital energy, and this is the fact, 
The largest families, as a rule, are the families of | 
foreigners; the most robust children, also, are | 
most commonly the offspring of our foreign 
population, When an American family is large, | 
its members are more liable to be subject to dis- | 
cases and disqualifying infirmities than are the 
children of foreigners, In short, the farther the | 
race is removed from the original foreign stock, | 
as a rule, it is more and more enfeebled. If this 
is true, it is clear, that in the gradual degeneracy 
toward extinction of European races upon Ame- 
rican soil can be found the key to the lamentable | 
disasters, mental, moral, and physical, that seem | 
to beset the average American youth of both 
sexes at this time. 
If this is true, then it must happen, when our | 
land is peopled and the foreign influx is ended, | 
that as a nation we must retrograde; must take 
our place in history with those nations which 
have been but are not; with the nations that, 
although existing possibly in name, are never- | 
theless of no more real political or historical im- | 
portance, | 
These ideas, respecting the laws of race, are | 
necessarily crude, commensurate only with the 
limited field of observation afforded by a rural 
neighborhood, In Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. 
Louis, investigation would be more satisfactory, 
and perhaps, even atthis early day, develop some | 
very striking facts. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL 








HOSPITAL. 


THE New-York Medical Journal for February | 





contains the following interesting account of this 
Boston institution : 
“Some of our readers may not have visited the | 
Massachusetts General Hospital, the ficld of so | 
many surgical triumphs, the birthplace of ether, 
| and the seat of all that is newest and oldest in 
| medicine ; the hospital is held as almost sacred | 
| by Bostonians. What hospital in the world has 
| such an operating theatre ? The room seats four | 
hundred students, who sit at their ease on chest- 
i nut seats, and who, when not watching an opera- | 
| tion, can gaze on a large painting of some un- | 
| known landscape in front of them, or turn around | 
| and admire the plaster legs of an Apollo Belve- 
| dere behind them ! 
| ‘Descending into the arena, with its well-polish- 
| ed floor, one is first struck by the large collection 
|of instruments; these are stored up carefully in 
| four very handsome eases, under lock and key. 
| All the most modern instruments may be seen, 
| in some cases arranged in fantastic shapes. The 
| ‘house-pupils,’ as the house surgeons are boyish- 
| ly called, have the keys of these cases, and wash 
the instruments (for ever, it seems to the specta- | 
tor) after operations; a speck on a knife or a 
|misplaced probe is certain to be commented 
| upon, so carefully are the house-pupils taught 
| habits of surgical neatness. In one of the cases, 
| in distinguished retirement, lies the sponge with 
which ether was first administered in this hosp!- 
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al, 2 monument to the glory of the hospital. In 
the middle of the arena stands the ‘ Bigelow 
operating-chair,’ alone in its grandeur; though 
| in constant use for twenty years, its numcrous 
| joints are not yet stiff, and I will venture to say 
there is no physician within one hundred miles of 

| Boston who is not familiar with its peculiar creak. 
“ A long passage leads from the main building 

to the amphitheatre. The patients are brought 
down from the wards, by an elevator, to the pas- 
sage, and then carried down to the etherizing- 
room, Which is at the stage right of the amphi- 

| theatre ; here they are etherized, and then carried 
through a room with very strong light, called the 


‘ylass-room,’ which connects with the theatre,: 


| and may be cut off by means of folding-doors, 
into the arena; from the arena, the patients are 
carried out of a door at the opposite side into the 
| ‘recovering-rooms,’ where they remain until the 
| state of anzesthesia passes off. There is no noise 
of screaming patients, bustle, or confusion ; 
| nothing but the house-pupils and ward-tenders 
skipping about in their slippers ; and you have 
very much the same feeling, while waiting for 


| the first operation, that you have at the theatre 


| before the curtain goes up. 

“It would be hard to overestimate the nicety of 
| the linen, the whiteness of the compresses and 
| bandages, and the general care and promptness 

observable throughout the operations. 

“The hospital accommodations have for a long 
| time been found inadequate to the demands of the 


| hospital, and recently two new buildings have 


| been added. 
| ed in galvanized iron, and connect with the pas- 


| 


| sage-way above spoken of. 


These buildings are wood, sheath- 


One of them is open 


| up to the roof, the rafters showing, making in 
| this way a large extra space for air; this building 


| is to be used as an accident-ward. 
is to be cut up into separate rooms. 


The other 
It is un- 
necessary to say that they will be fitted up with 


| all the modern improvements. 


| Ist. 


““A training-school for nurses was established 
in connection with the hospital, about November 
There have been on duty, so far, cight of 


| these nurses, under the charge of Mrs. Billings, 


| an old and experienced nurse. 


They have had 
the care of the worst cases, and have shown 


| themselves able and interested. .... 


‘“A few months ago, an ambulance was started 


| in connection with the hospital — the only one 


‘ 


RES 


in Boston — and it has been found exceeding- 
ly useful.” 


THE DANGERS OF IMPURE WEL 
WATER. 
Tuts is a subject to which we have several 
| times called attention, but it is one which should 
be kept before the people until they not only 
learn the lesson inculcated, but put it in practice. 
The bad old fashion of digging two holes side 
by side uear the dwelling, the one for a well, the 
other for a cesspool, is still far too prevalent in 
our rural districts. There are hundreds of 
places within a half hour’s drive of Boston 
where one may sce the barnyard on the slope of 
a hill, and the well at the foot of the hill, where 
its waters are certain to catch all the foul filtra- 
tions from the manure-heapsaboye. The follow- 
ing extract from a late number of the London 
Lancet is as pertinent on this side of the ocean 
as on the other: . 
“The dangers of bad milk are engrossing so 
much attention just now, that there is reason to 
fear lest the far greater dangers of bad water 
| Should for the time be overlooked, We trust 
this serious error will not be committed. For 
one sample of dangerous milk, a thousand of dan- 








gerous water could be obtained in almost any 
part of the country. Let it never be forgotten 
that very few rivers or wells are safe sources of 
water-supply, and that many are as unsafe as load- 
ed fire-arms. The shallow wells of villages are 
among the pests of the country, and it is high 
time that a zealous and well-organized crusade 
should be brought to bear upon them. It is sick- 
ening in most country-places to obscrye the uni- 
formity with which the cesspool and well are 
made to stand side by side, as though each was 
necessary for the other; and to think of the 
twenty feet or so of foul, sewerageireeking soil 
through which the water percolates to its fetid 
bed! The question should engage the attention 
of every health officer, and will, in too many 
-ases, tax his energies severely, for it is one of 
the hardest sanitary problems. It is always pos- 
sible to provide a city or town with good water, 
but in a village, where houses are few, money 
searce, and intelligence scarcer, it is a matter of 
excceding difficulty.” 


TOBACCO AS A SEDATIVE. 


“A SKOWHEGAN correspondent of the Lewis- 
ton Journal says that a young man there, who 
had never before smoked, was cured of cerebro- 
+ a anna by smoking a pipe ‘for dear 

ife,’ ’ 

The item above, on circuit through the news- 
papers, arrests our attention at the same time 
that a report reaches us of the successful treat- 
ment of two cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
by alternate five-drop, hourly doses of tincture of 
gelseminum and tincture of calabar-bean, conti- 
nued until relaxation of the spasmodic muscular 
constriction ensued. 

In these instances, the three special sedatives, 
tobacco, gelseminum, and calabar-bean figure in 
the same rdle, The peculiar depressing action of 
ealabar-bean on the spinal cord will doubtless 
occur to the reader in this connection. The use 
of sedatives in the spasmodic stage of cerebro- 
spinal meningitis docs not necessarily conflict 
with the use of quinia and other stimulants in 
preceding or following stages. 

Tobacco, gelseminum and calabar-bean have 
been also prescribed for the spasms of tetanus 
and of strychnia poisoning. From the cases on 
record, tobacco appears to be a ready and efficient 
antidote to strychnia. Per contra, strychnia and 
quinia may be experimentally held as antidotes 
to the poisonous eifects of tobacco, gelseminum, 
and calabar-bean. 

The increasing use in medicine of cerebral and 
nervous stimulants and sedatives demands an 
exhaustive research on the mutual reaction and 
counteraction of all these agents. 


OZONE—A NEW AND CORRECT ME- 
LHOD OF SUPPLY. 


THE use of ozone as a disinfectant in hospital 
wards and public buildings has amply demon- 
strated its virtue as a purifier of air exhausted by 
breathing or poisoned with emanations from cor- 
rupt or decaying organic matter. The only bar to 
its more extended use has been the lack of a sim- 
ple and trustworthy means of generating it safely 
and continuously, by a process not involving 
scientific skill or costly materials. 

The latest means suggested certainly bears the 
palm for simplicity, cheapness, and accessibility 
to all. It consists simply in the exposure to at- 
mosphceric action of common phosphorus matches 
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moistened by water, the alleged result being the 
production of nitrite of ammonia and ozone— 
both active purifiers of air. Knowing the efti- 
ciency of moistened phosphorus as a generator 
of ozone, the author of the match method, Mr. 
Sigismund Beer, of this city, set out one day to 
procure a quantity of that substance to use in 
sweetening the atmosphere of a room whose 


musty smell had successfully resisted the power | 


of ordinary disinfectants. Failing to find any 
phosphorus at the drug-stores in his neighbor- 
hood, it occurred to Mr. Beer that possibly lucifer- 
matches might furnish the needed element in a 
condition suited to his purpose. He tried them, 
dipping them into warm water for a few moments, 
then suspending them in the obnoxious room, 
Their effect was prompt and salutary ; and there- 
after, by continuing their use, he was able to 
enjoy the ‘luxury of pure and refreshing air,”’ 
notwithstanding the room was in the basement 


of an old ecellarless house on made land, the air of | 


which was further tainted by a quantity of mouldy 
books and papers. Ina paper lately read before 
the Polytechnic branch of the American Insti- 
tute, Mr. Beer narrates a number of subsequent 
experiments with the same simple materials, the 
success of which convinced him that he had made 
a veritable discovery of great importance. 

Touching the safety of the method he proposes, 
Mr. Beer is confident that no overcharging of the 
air with ozone or other injurious matter may be 
apprehended from the use of matches in the 
manner he describes. Both the ozone and the 
nitrate of ammonia are generated slowly, and 
their force is swiftly spent by combination with 
the impurities they are intended to remove. It 
is obvious that the supply of the purifying agents 
can be easily regulated by increasing or diminish- 
ing the number of active matches. In the room 
above mentioned, six bundles of matches were 
kept active—some near the ceiling, others near 
the floor—by daily watering. 

In another instance, a single bunch is mentioned 
as having sufficed for quickly purifying the air of 
a room in which several adults and children were 
lying sick, but in this case the air was fanned 
against the matches while they were carried about 
the room, thus heightening their activity. How 
long a match retains its ozonizing power, Mr. 
Beer does not say. In conclusion, Mr. Beer 
claims that whatever may be said of his theory 
of match-action, the fact is indisputable that, in 
the use of matches as he suggests, we have a 
handy, wholesome, and inexpensive means of 
freeing our houses from noxious exhalations and 
the long train of evils attendant on the preva- 
lence of bad air. The matter is easily tested and 
certainly well worth trying.—Scientifie American, 
February 21, 1874. 


DEATH FROM SIMULATED HYDR®- 
PHOBIA. 


WE have long believed that a large proportion 
of deaths from reputed hydrophobia in the 
human subject were the result of mental causes. 
After being bitten by an animal suspected of 
rabies, prolonged apprehension of the dreadful 
consequences, wearing on a nervous tempera- 
ment, may easily develop convulsions and other 
extreme manifestations allied to the symptoms of 
canine madness. We have known of one such 
case, in which the patient was treated with hypo- 
dermic injections of aconite to allay the morbid 
excitement arising from terror. Under the in- 
fluence of such an injection, perhaps excessive in 
quantity, he was seized with convulsions, and fell 
dead. But a better marked case has come to 
light in Philadelphia, A man named Stephen 


| 

| Dooly was bitten on the leg by a dog in Septem. ; 
| ber last, whilst looking at a procession. The ¢ 
| bite was so slight that only the indented marks ~ 
| of the teeth were left and no blood was drawn, 

| He thought nothing about it, until reading of 
Ada Clare's horrible death he told his friends that 
he felt symptoms like those she experienced, 
That day, he fell in the street, frothing at the 
mouth and exhibiting some of the peculiarities of 
hydrophobia. His spasms were severe and fre- 
quent, his torture acute, until death relieved 
him, This was nearly six months after the bite, 


A HINT IN GIVING IODIDE OF Po- 
TASSIU 


athe 


A USEFUL hint is revived in the British Medical 
Journal, by Mr. Joseph P. McSweeny. He says: 

“Sir James Paget was the first to call the at- | 
tention of the medical profession to the follow- 
ing interesting fact—namely, that carbonate of 
ammonia greatly increases the therapeutic action 
of iodide of potassium. I have had extensive ex- 
perience in the treatment of syphilis, and have 
tried it with the best results, and find that tive 
grains of iodide of potassium, combined with 
three grains of carbonate of ammonia, are equal | 
to eight grains of the potassium salt administered 
in the ordinary way.”’ 








py TONUEIES.. 


— e 





THE CINCHONA ALKALOIDS. 


Tne following observations have a peculiar | 
practical importance just now, because, for the | 
first time, all of them can be obtained in a form | 
convenient for administration. Dr. Joseph Dou- 
gall, of India (Edinburgh Medical Journal) presents 
the results of a large number of careful observa- 
tions. The three most important alkaloids—cin- 
chonia, quinidia, and cinchonidia—are obtained 
so largely in the manufacture of quinia from 
sume cinchona barks, that the question of their 
utility is full of interest. From a series of com- 
parative trials of these alkaloids in malarial fever, 
Dr. Dougall obtained conclusive evidence of their 
value. In the one hundred and cight cases re- 
ported, quinidia was given in thirty-nine cases, 
cinchonidia in thirty-five, and cinchonia in thirty- 
four. There was little difference between the 
alkaloids in the necessary duration of treatment; 
but a difference was observed in the doses re- 
quired, Quinidia was the most powerful, cin- 
chonidia the next, and cinchonia the least, but 
even this was adequate in appropriate doses. It 
was noticed that they were the most serviceable 
when administered during the paroxysm only. 
Among the symptoms induced by the remedy, 
and an important concomitant of the cure, was 
bilious purging, which occurred in nearly one | 
half of the cases treated. 


TURPENTINE AN ANTIDOTE FOR PHOSPHO- 
Rvus.—It appears to be well established that tur- 
pentine combines with phosphorus both in the 
stomach anc in the blood, forming an almost 
inert turpentine-phosphorus acid. One part of 
phosphorus is more than neutralized by one hun- 
dred of turpentine. The antidote should be given 
for several days. Fats, oils, and milk must be 
avoided, as they dissolve the phosphorus and in- 
crease its activity. A patient recovering from 
phosphorus poisoning under the use of turpen- | 
tine was killed by a dose of castor-oil given as 4 _ 
purge. 
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MEDICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, 6 
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I, MEDICAL AND SURGICAL, 


1. * Regular” System. 
Medical College of Alabama.........ccccscsccccccccccccvcccscs| |Mobile, Ala.......... 
AN SN APO sane 6 n.0hloen cade nsevadios o06eensececes jSan F rancisco, Cal., 
Medical Department of University of the Pacific |" 
Medical Department of Yale College..........ccccccececececece Iwew. Haven, Ct 
Medical College of Georgia hAndicakaxeaecibn ser Augusta, Ga......... 
Savannah Medical C = Piece bwdsnensouseeeay Savannah, Ga 
Atlanta Medical College... pean es ERE Esesacerabonewnede | Atlanta, Ga 
—_ Medical College. ......-ccrescccccccrcvccsccccscosscccescs Cc hicago, Iil.. 
Chicago Medical Co lene (aed. Depart. of N. Western Univer.) 
Indiana Medical College Indianapolis, Ind.... 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. . Keokuk, Iowa... 
Medical Department of Iowa State University Iowa City, low 
Medical Department of the University of Louisville Louisville, K 
Louisville Medical School a ‘s : 
Kentucky School of Medicir ‘ oo if 
Medical Department of the Un f Lo -|New-Orleans, La. 
Medical School of Maine (Med. Depart. of Bow doin College).. Brunswick, Me.. 
Medical Department of Washington University Baltimore, Md... 
School of Medicine of the University of Maryland ei 
Medical School of Howard University Boston, Mass.. 
New-England Female Medical College..... ee ‘ °| 
Medical Department of Michigan University...............06 Ann Arbor, Mich.. 
Detroit Medical College Detroit, Mich.... 
Missouri Medical C ollege.. St. Louis, Mo. 
St. Louis Medical College.. | - ae 
Medical College of Kansas © ity Kansas City, Mo. 
Kansas City College of Physicians and Surgeons | 
Medical Department of Dartmouth College, ea er, N, H. 
College of Physi cians and Surgeons New-York C ity 
Albany Medical nye Albany, ny 
Medical, Department of the University of New-York |New. York City, 
Woman's Medical College of the New-York Infirmary 
Medical late ny of the University of Buffalo Buffalo, N.Y 
ng Island College Hospital pe oklyn, N. Y 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College ew- York City, N. ¥ 
Geneva Medical College (Med. Depattaent of Hobart College) phan 1 
Medical College of Ohio 
Cleveland Medical College. 
Starling Medical College.. + Columbus, Okio. 
College of Medicine and -\Cincinnati, Ohio 
Miami Medical College piiedednn ‘ “ 
Medical Department of the Universi if Wooste . Cleveland, Ohio.. 
Medical Department of Willamette University -++++|Salem, Oregon.. 
ee al Department —d University of Pennsylvania ‘Philadelphia, Pa x 
Jefferson } edical College ia 
W oman's “Medical Colles of Pennsylvania “ “ 
Medical Department of insole University Oxford, Pa 
Medical College of the State of South-Carolina Charleston, eee 
Medical Department of University of South-Carolina Columbia, 8. C.. 
Medical ems nt of the University of Nashville........... | Nashville, Tenn. 
Memphis Medical Coll. (Med. Depart. of Cumberlaud Univer.)! Memphis, Tenn. 
Texas Medical College ; Galveston, Tex 
Medical Department of Vermont Universi [Burlington, Vt. 
Medical Department of the University of Vi irginia. Charlottesville, V 
Medical College of Virginia \Richmond, Va 
Medical Department of Georgetown College Washington, D. C 
Medical Department of Columbian College | 
Medical Department of Howard University 


2. * Eclectic’? System. 


Bennett College of Eclectic Medicine and Surgery,............ Chicago, 11] 
Ecleetic Medical Institute Cincinnati, Ohio 
ee ONE SIND, «5s vcin'sinwesesctntescccetweswecsseece New-York City, } 
Eclectic Medical College... Philadelphia, P: 
I NE IO 4 nce cecsccissesnssavescsinosesecenseies |Macon, Ga 


3. “ Homaeopathic’ System. 


Hahnemann Medical College. . ‘ Aidwess .-- Chicago, Ill 
Homeopathic Medical College «+. St, Louis, Mo.. 
Homeopathic Medical College New- ‘York Cc ity, 3 me 
New-York Medical College for Women. 

Homeopathic Hospital College Cc teveland, Ohio, 
Homoeopathic Medical College for Women 7 aE: 
Habuemann Medical College Philadelphia, Pa..... 


II, PHARMACEUTICAL, 


California Pharmaceutical Society......cceccccccescecccccceces 'San Lh Ni Cal.. 
Chinas CONES OF PRATMACT..cccccccccccssdescocsesecicesecest IChi 

Indiana Pharmaceutical Society ..........eecseceecessececees iediamapolie. . 
Departmentof Pharmacy, lowa Wesleyan University |Mt. Pleasant, Iowa... 
Kansas College of Pharmacy |Leavenworth, Kan.. 
Louisville College of Pharmacy | Louisville, Ky 
Maryland College of Pharmacy Baltimore, Md.. 
School of Pharmacy, University of Michigan {Ann Arbor, Mich.. 
East-Saginaw Valley Pharmaceutical Association . | East- Saginaw, Mich.. 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy ay bate Mass 
New-Jersey Pharmaceutical Association 

Newark Pharmaceutical Association 

College of Pharmacy ef the City of New-York... ..........55 New-York City, N. Y} 
College of Pharmacy of Baldwin University... tia Berea, Ohio. 
Cineinnati College of Pharmacy ... Cincinnati, Obio 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy .| Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rhode Island Pharmaceutical Society . Providence, RB. I. 
School of Pharmacy of Howard Univer: .| Washington, D. 
Washington Pharmaceutical Society oe ° 
School of Pharmacy of Georgetown College, 
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DIGERENTIA 
LOZENGES AND SY¥a&CF, 


(DR. ELMER’S FORMULA.) _ 

The attention of Physicians ts especially invited to these 
new and important preparations, which not only contain the ele- 
ments of the Gastric Futce, but also Diastase and an important 
nervous stiniulant. 

The physiological action of this combination will be appa- 
rent, when we consider that tt contains the elements of a perfect 
digestive fluid in addition to elements so neccessary for the sup- 
port of the tissues, brain, and nervous system. 

These preparations are to be used tmmediately after cach meal. 

The dose of the Syrup for Adults ts a dessert-spoonful in 
a little water. Proportionate doses for Children. 

The dose of the Lozenge, one to three dissolved slowly on 


the tongue. 
Digerentia Lozenges, price per box, - - - - $0.50 
Digerentia Syrup, price per half-pound bottle, - - 1,25 
Digerentia Syrup, per pound bottle, - - - = = 2.25 
DISPENSED BY DRUGGISTS GENERALLY. 
Orders addressed to 
TOWNSEND & CO., 


177 Broadway, New-York. 











